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The beginning of  anything is always exciting. Be it a new relationship, a new 
job or be it a new class. A new year is no different. People all over the world 
come together and usher in the 1st of  January with hope and delight. In 
celebration everyone bids farewell to a year’s worth of  memories and wishes 
for a happier, more successful one ahead.
ICE Today greets 2015 with similar expectations. After a myriad of  eventful 
weeks, a weary Bangladesh prepares herself  to start anew. The year that was 
saw our nation host the ICC World Cup and the annual Bengal Classical Music 
Festival; welcome A R Rahman; meet Akram Khan and experience his theatre 
production, DESH. Last year we also suffered some significant losses. Some 
lost a family member, some lost a friend and some, a colleague. Eminent artist 
Qayyum Chowdhury took his final bow, with forty thousand witnesses to his 
extraordinary exit from this world. The end of  2014 also saw tragedy strike the 
Sundarbans when an accident there cause a massive oil spill. Nevertheless, 
resilient as we are, the country is ready to move forward in hopes of  a better 
tomorrow.
As usual, ICE begins the year with a ‘green’ welcome. The first issue of  the 
year contains plenty of  things that can keep one healthy and help one become 
more environmentally cautious. For instance, Invents gives you some fantastic 
tips on indoor gardening while we have a specially designed eco-friendly set of  
resolutions for you to try out this year in Green Resolutions. A feature on fresh, 
organic produce is bound to catch your attention as it points out the places to 
avail them here in Dhaka. Cover Focus is dedicated to our threatened mangrove 
forest where we desperately plead authorities to immediately stop any 
commercial development in the Sundarbans region. On the other hand, in 
Must Knows you’ll find a preview of  the upcoming Sufi festival so be sure to 
catch up on the details before you head to the venue to revel in some more 
soul-stirring music. 
The prospect of  a new year is exciting. It’s a fresh start; a chance to do the 
things you didn’t have time for last year, an opportunity to try out those new 
resolutions. So, don’t second guess yourself  and take the leap you’ve always 
wanted to. We hope that 2015 proves to be a terrific year for you.      
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Tunes

he world was silent. The only 
source of  sound came from the 
stage of  the arena. Pundit 
Chaurasia’s flute was the focal 
point of  the universe where 
everything met and life began. All 
fifty-nine thousand people were in 
a trance, enchanted by the 
magician. A domino effect of  
epiphanies and a meteor shower of  
self-awakening. The drone of  the 
tanpura kept everyone rooted as 
the maestro intricately climbed up 
and down the Raag Ahir - Bhairav 
Alaap.

“The Bengal Music Fest to me is 
an annual purification process. 
Watching Hariprasad Chaurasia, 
the inspiration to play music gets a 
quantum boost. It takes about a 
year to start feeling low again and 
the five day festival refreshes my 
energy reserve. It is also the place 
to meet musicians from all types of  
categories and genres, the ideal 

place for musical minds to derive 
ideas and inspiration from.
Most importantly, it is delightful to 
see people from all demographics, 
socialising and interacting at the 
event. Alongside young musicians 
developing new concepts, it also 
trains the general listener to 
appreciate the classical forms of  
Hindustani Classical Music.” 
- Musarrat Jabeen Rahman, 
Contemporary Flautist

Three friends and I headed to the 
festival together on the first night. 
We were quite late reaching the 
venue and the cars trying to get 
into the music festival were holding 
up the traffic near the Kurmitola 
flyover. We parked nearby and 
started the ten minute walk to the 
venue. Amongst others I met many 
familiar faces making their way to 
the festival. We were walking 
briskly and the melodies were 
wafting out of  the 

Talk of the 
Town
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Samir Obaid speaks to the
young crowd who attended
BCMF 2014 and gives his
 own perspective
 of the event
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venue as I explained to my friends 
some concepts and theories behind 
Hindustani Classical Music. We 
entered to find Rajrupa Chowdhury 
on stage bedazzling the audience 
with her Sarod virtuosity. Before 
settling down to do some serious 
listening we decided to take a 
thorough and quick tour of  the 
location. While passing the VIP 
section, during Ruchira Kedari’s set, 
there was the friendly and familiar 
face of  a Nazrul Geeti artiste 
standing next to the seats. He had a 
delicate smile on his face and was 
happily drumming his fingers over 
his left knuckle. I asked what the 
count was and he closed his eyes, 
after a bit more counting replied 
saying that it was a Vilambit in 
Ektaal. I thanked him and moved 
towards the bleachers.

All of  Dhaka City was at the 
bleachers, quite literally!

“I felt proud that this was happening 
in Dhaka. People from so many 
demographic backgrounds coming 
together to celebrate the music of  
our roots. Where all the modern day 
stuff  we listen to now stemmed 
from. Even for those who came to 
socialise, what a giant fireball of  
energy the place was! It was hard not 
to be impressed! Fifty-nine thousand 
people! What a great turnout.” 
- Lusana Anika Masrur 

It was another planet there, not only 
was the atmosphere much more 
relaxed than the VIP section it was 
vibrant as well. Kids were hanging 
out and sharing laughs, and       
whenever the maestros on stage 
flashed a glimpse of  their artistry the 
crowd cheered and whooped in 
appreciation. I spied interactions 
between friends gathered around the 
food stalls. On seeing a bunch of  
people share ice cream in front of  
me gave me a sudden urge to go out 
and explore the food stalls.

“It’s fun because it is a collective 
experience. People in general want to 
be a part of  something big. I 

Tunes

remember during the 2013 Music 
Fest the rest of  the country was at a 
standstill owing to the political 
turmoil but it was as if  the festival 
with all its people existed in another 
time and space. Most people might 
not be into the listening and analysis 
of  classical music - I personally love 
the food and the socialising!” 
- Shehzeen Chowdhury

Our adventure came to a halt at the 
Haleem Station where I helped 
myself  to two bowlfuls of, 
undoubtedly, the best Haleem in 
Dhaka! We then cleared our pallates 
with generous scoops of  ice cream 
and made our way to the VIP 
section for the first night’s main 
event, Pundit Ajay Chakraborty’s 
performance. 

The next few days whizzed by. The 

normalcy of  my daily life was put on 
hold as everything revolved around 
the festival. I, like many others, was 
looking forward to day four. 
However, when I entered the 
stadium we were informed with the 
awful news of  Qayyum Chowdhury’s 
demise.

This year’s highlight  at BCMF was 
Kaushiki Chakraborty’s performance 
as usual. She started with a Taran in 
Raga Bagashree and stole everyone’s 
hearts yet again, finishing off  with 
the Thumri, “Rangi Sari Gulabi 
Chuniyari” in Raag Pahari. The fourth 
and the most memorable night 
ended with Chaurasia’s spellbinding 
performance.

“As a musician - it was an eye 
opening, learning experience, 
teaching me that music is not only 
skill and practice but much more, 
transcending into the spiritual plane 
of  the soul. On a social front the fest 
brought together a myriad of  people 
from different walks of  life with a 
common interest, and led me to 
meet a lot of  known friendly faces, 
many of  whom I did not expect to 
be there. Although many people only 
came because of  their curiosity to 
know what the fuss is all about, an 
increasing number of  people are 
coming to actually listen to and enjoy 
the music. The rise in the number of  
listeners over the number of  years 
has been fascinating to watch.” 
- Jannatul Firdous Akbar, aspiring 
musician and MBA student at NSU

The Festival ended with the Sarod 
wizard himself, Ustad Amjad Ali 
Khan. The conclusion left us with a 
sweet nostalgia. The fun was over 
but it was also time for us to move 
on and get back to our regular lives. 
It is January and almost two month 
have passed since BCMF and, to be 
honest, I still haven’t fully withdrawn 
from that cycle. I can vouch for 
others who feel the same way. The 
new year keeps in store many wishes, 
hopes and a guaranteed promise of  
the Festival! Stay tuned for more 
Ragas!

“As a musician - it was 
an eye opening, learning 
experience, teaching me 
that music is not only 
skill and practice but 
much more transcending 
into the spiritual plane of 
the soul.”
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Starting Fresh
Now that we’ve bid 2014 farewell, we all have a 
year’s worth of  losses and gains under our belts. 
Though the year has ended, the experiences 
remain. For those who’ve had a great year, they 
welcome the next with high hopes. However, 
many (if  not most) are not on the same page. A 
lot of  us are dreading another year of  
discontent and heartache. Whether it is the loss 
of  a loved one or simply getting fired from a job 
– it is never too late to turn over a new leaf  and 
start from scratch. The famed author of  the 

Harry Potter series J.K. Rowling 
once said, “Rock bottom is the 
solid foundation on which I built 
my life.”
Having a distressing year is neither 
a requirement nor a reason to start 
over. Anybody can opt to get a 
fresh start if  they are willing. The 
following life hacks will help 
initiate a fresh start.
• Acceptance. Accepting losses 
and failures is a big step. Once 
you’ve accepted that whatever 
happened has happened you are 
ready to start moving on with your 
life. Yes, certain bad choices may 
have led you to where you are at 
life now. Yet, it is important to 
keep in mind that many things are 
beyond our control. Acceptance is 
the key.
• Have a goal. Once you’ve come 
to terms with past failures, you 
will need to have at least an idea 
of  what you want from the 
change. It is close to impossible to 
bring about a change in your life 
without an aim. For example, you 
live in Banani but it isn’t working 
out for you. So now you want to 
move out of  that area and you do. 
But where to? Chances are that 
you will face the same difficulties 
in the new area of  residence as 
well. The point is that to start 
fresh you will need an aim. Set a 
goal and strive to reach it.
• Take the leap. It is incredibly 
easy to feel ‘stuck’. There can be 
many a reason to feel that way. 
Doubt. Debts. And even a fear of  
change. You’re wrong if  you think 
you’re stuck with a job that makes 
you unhappy. Definitely, there is 
something better. Stuck in a 
relationship that’s driving you 
crazy? Well, without a doubt, there 
is someone better suited for you. 
Sometimes you just have to give in 
to faith and take the leap. You are 
never stuck, there’s always a way.
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Revamp!

Tamzidur Rahman  
gives some tips on 

reinventing yourself 
and planting trees 

indoors
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Invents

Designing an 
Indoor Garden
Constructing a garden within an apartment, is a 
more complicated task than you’d think. 
Complicated yes, but not impossible. There are two 
general styles of  indoor gardening – container 
gardening and hydroponic gardening. Container 
gardening, as the name suggests, is a series of  pots 
or planters that use traditional gardening soil and 
techniques to grow your plants. Hydroponic 
gardening, on the other hand uses fertilised water 
and a non soil starter for your plants. Each has their 
own unique advantages but for Bangladeshis, the 
container gardening method is more practical. 
Whatever your reason is to start the garden, the 
following tips will guide you through the procedure.
•  Choose the right space. For your indoor garden 
to be successful it is important that the perfect 
space is chosen. Choose an area with lots of  
windows ensuring heat and sunlight. Avoid rooms 
that have cold temperatures or an area near the AC.
•  Choose the right plants. Like the standard 
outdoor garden, a huge variety of  plants can be 
grown indoors. These include vegetables, berries, 
herbs and decorative flowers. Vegetables under this 

category include tomatoes, eggplants, carrots, mushrooms, etc. 
While flowers will include marigold, peace lily, begonia, cactus, 
etc. So before you start buying attractive plants randomly, find 
out which ones are a good fit for your garden. Some plants 
struggle indoors while others thrive.
•  Choose your containers and place the right soil. You can go 
with the traditional pots or use old vases. Whichever you 
choose, make sure that your container has holes in the bottom 
to allow for drainage. Happy Gardening!

1 2
3 DIY: Plastic bag - Bottle 

neck hybrid containment 
for grains
1. Cut the upper part of a plastic soda bottle.

2. Unscrew the bottle cap. Insert the open part of 
the plastic bag through the bottom segment of the 
bottle you just cut and pull it out through the bottle’s 
opening.

3. Screw the bottle cap back on and Eureka! You 
have made yourself a disposable container for your 
grains using items deemed as waste.
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ICE Today catches up with some Bangladeshi authors to 
chat about their latest releases and more 
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InterviewMust Knows

ICE: Piazza Bangladesh is very 
different from An Abiding City: 
Ruminations from Rome in terms of  
genre, format and even writing. What 
inspired you to turn to fiction and, 
specifically, write Piazza?
NS: Yes, the two books are different 
generically, but only in a superficial 
sense. One could say that the since 
the earlier book, ‘An Abiding City’ is 
an anthology of  columns about the 
quotidian, everyday life in Rome, it’s 
based just on facts, and that my 
recent ‘Piazza Bangladesh’ being a 
collection of  short fiction deals only 
in the deployment of  imagination 
and fantasy. But both are about 
storytelling, and the writer is the 
same and the sensibility that informs 
my use of  language and images and 
way of  looking at the world or of  
telling a made-up story or narrating 
real event is not very different. So, it 
isn’t as if  the transition from 
column-writing to fiction has been 
that huge a jump. And 
chronologically also, both kinds of  
writing did not follow one another. I 
have always and concomitantly 
written fiction, and poetry and 
journalistic pieces. My fiction can be 
factual, and my columns can read like 
a story. The métier of  the writer is 
the constant manipulation of  fact 
and fantasy, no matter which genre 
he deals with. The objective is always 
the larger truth, artistic, philosophical 
truth not simply the journalistic facts.
I belong to a generation that grew to 
consciousness in the 60’s. Conserving 
memories of  a vanishing world and 
making sense of  the mercurial 

present, be it Bangladesh or Italy - 
that has been the primary impetus 
for writing the stories in Piazza 
Bangladesh, a word concocted to 
bring together both the Bengali and 
Italian elements of  my life and my 
world.  

ICE: You have lived an expatriate’s 
life since the age of  19, how has that 
affected you in regards to writing and 
career? 
NS: Living away as an expatriate, the 
eternal quest for home has shaped 
the sensibility that nourishes my 
creativity and impels me to write. 
The Mexican poet Octavio Paz once 
said, “Words became my dwelling 
place.” And this has been true for 
me.Writing has been my sanctuary 
and true homeland. 

ICE: Which authors (classic as well 
as contemporary; local, international) 
have influenced your works?
NS: I read voraciously and have been 
inspired by many writers. I tend to 
favour short story writers, or 
novelists who also write short fiction, 
such as John Updike, Annie Proulx, 
Margaret Atwood, Julian Barnes, the 
Pakistani Daniyal Mueenuddin, and 
of  course, the incomparable, Alice 
Munro. I preferred Rushdie’s and 
Jhumpa Lahiri’s short fiction to their 
novels. I often have a favourite 
individual work of  fiction rather than 
a favourite writer: Ondaatje’s ‘The 
English Patient’, Barbara 
Kingsolver’s ‘The Poisonwood Bible’, 
Ian McEwan’s ‘Atonement’, 
Arundhati Roy’s ‘The God of  Small 
Things’, L.P.Hartley’s old fashioned 
‘The Go-Between’ and many of  the 
literary classics. So many books I 
would re-read if  not for the pressure 
of  keeping ahead of  the constant 
avalanche of  award winning and 
groundbreaking fiction hurtling upon 
us. I still have to finish Neel 
Mukherjee’s and Zia Haider’s novels. 
But what truly influences and 
transfigures my writing process is 
poetry. Reading some poetry 
everyday is almost a religion for me. 
You can guess that from the 
epigraphs in Piazza Bangladesh.

ICE: How do you think you’ve 
evolved creatively between the 
releases of  your two books?
NS: The books are milestones but 
still do not define my journey as a 
writer. It’s not an easy one and yet I 
love being on it. Daily, I grapple with 
the insecurities of  a writer, and daily 
I learn new things that help me grow 
towards being the writer I aspire to 
be. It’s still a long way to a full 
flowering but I can feel the creative 
petals unfold, slowly. 

ICE: Have you started on anything 
new? Mind sharing what it’s about?
NS: My next project is a probably a 
book of  my poetry that has been 
hatched and ready for years, waiting 
to be pushed out of  the nest and test 
its wings. The most urgent thing on 
my agenda, however, is to finish my 
novel of  years. And in between, I’m 
sure there will be more short fiction.

Neeman Sobhan 
recently published her 
collection of short 
fiction, Piazza 
Bangladesh, which 
illustrates the 
differences in the lives 
of Bangladeshi 
expatriates in Italy.

     the eternal quest 
for home has shaped 
the sensibility that 
nourishes my creativity 
and impels me to 
write”
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A lawyer turned writer, 
Sanjana Sadique made 
her debut in the literary 
world with her collection 
of short stories for 
children, Tiger, Tiger and 
Other Stories. On a 
particularly bad day at 
work, Sadique just 
started writing and 
ended up with a story 
about a squirrel getting 
lost in the woods. She 
then realised where her 
passion lay and thus 
began her journey as an 
author.   
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InterviewMust Knows

ICE: You stumbled upon writing as 
somewhat of  an accident. Now if  
you pause and look back do you 
think that it was something in your 
life that may have prompted this to 
happen?
SS: I wouldn’t really call it an 
accident. I have been writing since I 
was a child although I never really 
took it seriously. However when I 
was working at a law firm I reached a 
point when I realised that it was not 
the job I wanted to keep doing; I felt 
incomplete. So while I was on this 
journey to figure out what I wanted 
out of  life, I stumbled upon a box 
which contained stories I had written 
as a child. Among them I found a 
dummy book and suddenly it 
occurred to me that perhaps this was 
what I should be doing. And as luck 
would have it, one fateful day when I 
was stressed at work I just started 
writing. It was then that I decided to 
pursue this as a profession and I 
went to The British Council and did 
some research on writing for 
children. Eventually I moved to 
Washington D.C. for a while where I 
enrolled at The Writing Centre. 

ICE: Contrary to popular belief, 
writing for children is challenging, 
especially when it’s meant to be for a 
generation you are not a part of. Was 
it difficult for you? 
SS: I suppose that writing for any 
group of  readers is difficult, but yes 
when children are concerned one has 
to be more attentive as children tend 
to get bored easily. Keeping them 
engaged is a challenge which is why I 
needed to maintain a consistent 
structure, I needed clarity and logic. 
Another thing that I think was 
essential was good illustrations, 
because kids don’t care about big 
names or good reviews; they are only 
looking to be entertained. As a result 
I needed a lot of  patience and time 
than I probably would have if  I was 
writing for adults.  

ICE: Tiger, Tiger and Other Short 
Stories can be defined as fables. Is 
there a reason why you have chosen 
fables as a medium to deliver your 
fiction?
SS: I guess I just like writing stories 
with morals. As children are quite 
impressionable I feel that they can 
learn a lot from the stories they read. 
Moreover, what they learn tend to 
stay with throughout their lives. So 
I’ve tried to put in messages in my 
stories so that these morals seep in 
and they grow up to become good 
human beings.

ICE: What was it like to work with 
Sabyasachi Misry?
SS: I feel that he really brought my 
book to life. I knew it was essential 
for my book to have good 
illustrations. When I saw what 
Sabyasachi Misry had done, I was 
ecstatic. I couldn’t have asked for a 
better illustrator.

ICE: Do you plan to continue to 
write for children? Do you currently 
have something in the pipelines?
SS: This is where my heart is. I love 
writing for children and as it took me 
such a long time to discover what I 
am really passionate about, I’d like to 
continue doing this for a while. Also, 
I see that children nowadays don’t 

read as much as we did back in the 
day. I wanted to write for children to 
promote reading among them. 
However, more than anything, I 
write in this genre because I enjoy 
doing so. It takes me back to my 
childhood and I love that! At the 
moment I am trying something 
different; I’m dabbling in 
non-fiction. It is a story about a boy 
facing health concerns. I’m trying to 
make these issues interesting for 
children because they are usually not 
aware of  them. But that’s all I’m 
going to say for now as I’m still 
working on it.

ICE: I’ll bet that it was exciting to 
make your debut as a writer at Hay 
Festival no less. Was there a 
particular phase or moment during 
this entire writing/launching process 
that you look back on fondly?  
SS: I think the best part during the 
entire journey was my book launch at 
Hay Festival. When I went up on 
stage for the reading, the front row 
was filled with young ones cheering 
for me. I was over the moon when I 
saw how excited they were! It was 
really motivating to experience that; 
it made me want to keep writing for 
young readers.         
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I’m travelling. When you fly you 
don’t get the feeling of  travelling. To 
me flying feels like being piped from 
one place to another. And the entire 
experience is very processed. You 
hardly ever see the road. Travel, in 
my opinion, is a very soul-enriching 
experience. I believe that there is 
something very interesting in being 
able to experience gradual change so 
what I enjoyed most about this 
journey was that I was able to 
experience cultures changing, in 
small fragments. In fact this is one of  
the reasons why I wanted to make 
this journey in the first place. 
Effectively Western Europe and 
Southern Asia are the two ends of  a 
spectrum and along the route is the 
whole spectrum and I found it really 
fascinating to witness the change as I 
travelled the road. Another reason 
why I choose to journey overland is 
because you get to meet a lot of  
interesting people on the way. People 
who travel overland have a different 
kind of  temperament, they are 
explorers. Inevitably almost every 
conversation that I had with other 
travellers on this road ended up 
becoming philosophical. 

ICE: What, during this particular 
journey, would you describe as a 
challenging experience?
ZK: I was in Van, Turkey during an 
earthquake of  7.3 magnitude. That 
was definitely a challenging 
experience. And traumatising. So, it 
was the first city in Turkey, after Iran 
and I felt like I was on safe ground. 
After having passed through Iran and 
Pakistan, which I had assumed to be 
the  dangerous places on the trip, I 
felt safe! I was lucky that I checked 
into the hotel that I did because it 
was one of  the only few buildings 
left standing after the earthquake. 
The day when the tremors hit, I took 
refuge under the door frame of  my 
room from where I could see outside 
through the window. I watched as the 
buildings shook and crumbled down. 
It was bizarre. The walls of  the room 
I was in, cracked and I could actually 
see into the other room! It felt as if  

ICE: You’ve been travelling on your 
own since you were 16. What is it 
exactly that drives your thirst for 
excursions? 
ZK: I love travelling. I was born in 
London and my parents moved to 
Dhaka when I was three, then they 
moved to Mauritius when I was 
eleven and again back to Dhaka 
when I was fifteen. So by fifteen I 
had already lived in several places 
where I was lucky enough to have 
met a lot of  different people from 
different backgrounds.who had 
stories and experiences that were 
different than what I understood as 
the ‘normal’. I don’t know if  that 
contributes to my thirst for travel 
directly, but it definitely intrigued me 
about the world. It made me very 
curious about the kinds of  people, 
kinds of  cultures, kinds of  languages. 
And the other thing is that I’m just a 
very inquisitive person by nature, I’m 
fascinated with anthropological 
things such as race, culture, language, 
etc. To experience all of  these things 
in first hand, one needs to travel. So 
that’s probably why I like to travel.

ICE: Across Eurasia is not the only 
journey you’ve made overland. Is 
there a reason why you opt for this 
mode of  travel? 
ZK: I prefer if  I can, any time, to 
travel over land. It’s not possible 
most of  the time unfortunately, and 
we end up flying more because it’s 
more convenient. But if  I had my 
way I would go everywhere over 
land. I love the thrill of  movement; I 
enjoy the feeling of  ‘travelling’ while 

the building was being wrung. It was 
a terrifying experience. I wasn't sure 
that I’d be able to make it out alive. I 
didn’t even know my way around the 
hotel, it was my first morning there. 
“Nobody knows where I am,” I 
thought to myself, “if  I die here my 
mother will never know what 
happened to me.” That thought was 
actually scarier than dying. I prayed 
to be able to just send a message to 
my loved ones about where I was. 
“If  I have to die here, I will, but I at 
least have to let my mother know 
where to find my body,” I pleaded 
with God. More than the fear of  
death was the fear of  doing that to 
my parents.

ICE: Why an extended photo-essay? 
When did you realise that This Old 
World should exist?
ZK: I had initially wanted my brother, 
Sohrab, to come along with me on 
this journey but he couldn’t because 
of  obligations. So when I was setting 
out, I figured that for my brother, my 
friends and other people, the 
curiosity is visual. They would want 
to see what these places looked like. I 
was going there, taking with me my 
two eyes into a part of  the world 
where most people don’t see much 
of. Writing a travelogue, which is in 
the works, was always the plan. 
However, in Pakistan it occurred to 
me that I should probably take the 
photos as more of  an art form than 
just as mementos. Eventually when I 
saw that the photos have come out 
quite nicely, I decided to compile 
them into a photo book. That idea 
came to me while I was on the 
journey.   

In the September of 2011, 
Zeeshan Khan made an 
incredible journey, 
almost entirely overland, 
across Eurasia. This Old 
World, captures the 
beauty and culture of the 
various countries along 
the route.     
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InterviewMust Knows

Q

Javed Jahangir works in 
technology during the 
day and is a writer by 
night. He has been 
published in various 
literary journals both 
home and abroad. Ghost 
Alley is his first novel. 

ICE: When did you first realize that 
you wanted to write fiction?
JJ: About ten years ago I suddenly 
realised that I was tired of  reading 
bad literature. I seemed to be 
rereading the same plots and patterns 
in most books I came across, 
especially the ones from South Asia. 
Themes such as immigration and 
arranged marriages seemed to keep 
repeating, which I’m sure sells more, 
but what I wanted was to write a 
book with none of  those elements 
taking the centre stage. Moreover, I 
wanted to come out with a book 
which would have very little 
‘western-ness’ in its consciousness. I 
sought to write a book which would 
be Bangladeshi in essence and I 
suppose that is how it began.

ICE: So, where do you draw you 
inspirations from?
JJ: People. At the end of  the day 

what makes a good story are great 
characters. They say that there are 
only twelve stories in the world and 
every story is a variation of  those 
twelve. So rather than innovating on 
the story front I decided to go for 
interesting characters. Ghost Alley 
consists of  four main characters; a 
twelve year old boy called Ludo, his 
ill grandmother Suraya, her sister 
Nadira and Dr. Salauddin. Of  
course I had to do some research; 
talk to people and read books, 
however I did not want to write a 
history book. So my real intention 
was to ask people about what life 
was like then, to know what the 
texture of  those times if  you will. I 
used those details to add colour to 
the story. Similar to the movie 
Forrest Gump, I wanted to tell the 
story through an interesting 
character, a human perspective. 

ICE: In your opinion, what makes 
for a good story?
JJ: Like I said before – it’s the 
characters. In addition, I think it’s 
the kind of  story you want to tell. 
You might want to write a serious 
page-turner that might one day turn 
into a best-seller or you can choose 
a more personal direction expressing 
feelings of  complex emotion. It 
might even be a story with artistic 
ambitions. There are numerous 
colours in a palette that you can pick 
from to make your story successful. 
In my opinion, I used more than 
one colour to write Ghost Alley. I 
started off  with a very artsy project, 
but then I took so long to write it I 
decided halfway through that I 
wanted to write a story that people 
can read like they would a 
storybook. I quit and attempted to 
write a page turner that readers can 
enjoy - a story that is devoid of  
pretentions. I didn’t want to burden 
it with history either. I decided that I 
want to be read more than anything 
else. So, in my opinion, what makes 
a successful story is one that can be 
read with ease and pleasure.

ICE: Do you have anything new in 

the works? 
JJ: Yes, in fact, I do. Although it has a 
more mature theme, I’m working on 
a loose sequel for Ghost Alley at the 
moment. The main character is an 
old man in his mid to late 80s. His is 
a story of  struggle against religious 
extremism. Though, I started off  
with setting in the past as well, I’ve 
decided to move the timeline a bit 
closer to that of  the present. The 
book has already evolved quite a bit 
since its inception. I updated a lot of  
things and toyed with ideas that I’m 
personally more familiar with, for 
instance, Dhaka during the 1980’s. 
Moreover, I find the current Dhaka 
is strange and new for me. I won’t 
even begin to pretend like I know it. 
A lot has changed since I left. I 
might take another year or two to 
complete this book, I’m almost done. 
I’m also working on another short 
project, a compilation of  short 
stories. I’m rewriting and updating 
some of  my previously published 
works to adhere to a more modern 
sensibility. This is due to all the 
changes I’ve noticed Dhaka has gone 
through the last few years – the 
technology is better, living standards 
have improved and a dramatic shift 
in culture as well. It is better in 
certain ways. Although, ‘Bollywood 
traditions’ have become widely 
accepted and adopted by many, the 
‘Bengaliness’, for want of  a better 
term, has also increased. In addition 
to the updated ones, there are a few 
new short stories too.

ICE: Do you have any advice for 
budding writers? 
JJ: The most important thing about 
writing is discipline. Regardless of  all 
the romantic notions of  having a 
muse and such, without discipline, 
writing is impossible. You need to 
write everyday and I don’t mean 
write e-mails. Make sure to write at 
least a minimum of  five hundred 
words a day, if  you’re unable than 
lower that number to two hundred 
words a day. As long as you keep 
writing, you’re on the right path. 
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The concept of  Sufism in Islam discusses 
the inner, mystical aspects of  the religion 
according to scholars. Many argue that it is a 
philosophy that pre-dates religion but the 
essence of  which blossomed within Islam. 
Although, some disagree with this notion, 
the core elements of  Sufism remains the 
same regardless of  the many different ideas 
of  its origin. Sufi Sutra is a three day concert 
that takes place in the first weekend of  
February every year. The concert represents 
Sufi ideas on truth, harmony, peace and 
divinity. Folk performers from over sixteen 
countries have been sharing the stage with 

Indian rural artistes to create fusion of  
different streams of  music for the last four 
years. This year, the concert is travelling to 
Dhaka brought in by Blues Communication. 
The show will take place at the Army 
Museum grounds starting on 27 January and 
ending on 29 January. The concert will also 
host an exhibition with the theme, Music for 
Peace. In the span of  three days, artistes 
representing nine different countries will be 
performing. 
Hailing from Gujarat, the troupe Sidi Goma 
will be presenting their native music styles, 
melodies, rhythmic structures, lyrics and 

Staging the Divine

Tamzidur 
Rahman 
gives a 
preview of 
the upcoming 
Sufi Festival
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instruments. The Sidis migrated 
from East Africa to Gujarat from the 
mid 17th century to late 20th 
century. Although the Sidis have not 
retained their African ways, they kept 
alive the exceptional East African 
music tradition. Resultantly, the 
sound they produce when playing 
music is a unique and symbolic 
representation of  a fusion of  Africa 
and India. As Sufis, Sidis consider 
music to be a means to become 
closer to God.
Hadarrattes Souiriyattes from 
Morocco is an all-women team of  
nine. The age old tradition of  
Hadarrattes has the singers practise 
chant music that induces a trance. 

Their music is that of  spirituality. 
The team Hadarrattes Souiriyattes is 
attempting to revive the cultural and 
religious heritage of  this tradition. 
Hadarrattes literally translates to 
‘divine presence’.
Zik’r, the Spanish Flamenco project, 
will be joining forces with Karen 
Ruimy the Moroccan singer, 
Flamenco dancer and author to tell a 
story of  exile, passion and survival. 
Their central theme will explore the 
mystical roots of  Sufism while 
following the path of  Flamenco 
from India to Spain. The most 
exciting thing about Zik’r is that they 
tend to fuse elements of  electronica 
with traditional Flamenco to provide 

a more profound sound. These 
musicians explore multi-cultural roots 
of  world music as they delve into 
Qawwali, Egyptian and Moroccan 
sounds, all the while keeping in tune 
with the Flamenco spirit. 
Sufi music is big in Tunisia. As well as 
being their ethnic music, it is also 
their pop music. The School of  
Sufism there was established by a 
group of  Muslims in order to 
eliminate anything that contradicts the 
teachings of  Islam. Tunisian society 
celebrates spiritual and psychological 
well-being through Sufi music. 
Tunisian Sufi music reflects diversity 
in musical expressions and language. 
The musical ensemble Mechket will 
be representing Tunisia at the Sufi 
festival.
Debalina Bhowmick, along with her 
team East West Local, will be 
representing West Bengal. They’re 
known to perform TransBangla 
music, a form of  Bengali traditional 
folk music with elements of  world 
music performed using acoustic 
arrangements. The Egyptian 
Mawlawiyahh, known for attracting 
large audiences that are culturally 
diverse, will be presenting Egyptian 
Mawlawi art. Mawlawi heritage is a 
part of  Sufi tradition that borders on 
an unwavering philosophy that looks 
to end the conflict between good and 
evil. 
Other than the mentioned teams and 
troupes there will be representatives 
from Denmark, Brazil and Rajasthan. 
Each one of  them will be paying 
tribute to Sufi cultures and ideologies 
through their own unique 
performances. The ambitious scope 
of  such an event based on 
cross-cultural dialogue is not only 
unique for Bangladesh but also an 
important milestone in the music 
scene of  this country.      



Farhadul Islam,CEO of 
Blues Communications 
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company and more
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1. How did Blues 
Communication come to be? 
Tell us a little bit about the 
company.
“Bengal Foundation usually 
works almost exclusively with 
art and culture. While working 
on Bengal Classical Music 
Festival’s debut event which in 
itself  was a great success, we 
had to utilise many marketing 
and advertising tools in order to 
promote the festival. With an 
event of  that scope and scale it 
was inevitable that we had to 
adopt various kinds of  digital 
promotion. For the first time, 
Bengal Foundation had to take 
such marketing initiatives. 
Moreover, everything was done 
internally – we didn’t seek 
assistance of  any event 
management company or 
advertising firm. On BCMF’s 
success many corporate houses 
asked us to take on their 
management and promotion of  
various events. Since the 
Foundation never did such 
commercial projects, we figured 
we actually have the market as 
well as the demand to start such 
an agency. That is more or less 
how Blues was founded. The 

idea was to serve Bengal 
Foundation’s needs alongside 
providing services to outside 
companies on a commercial 
basis.” 
   
2. Your company has worked 
with the likes of  Sonu 
Nigam, A.R. Rahman, Akon, 
Ustad Zakir Hossain and 
many other renowned 
artistes. What sort of  
challenges do you face when 
you are managing foreign 
artistes/shows abroad?
“Challenges vary from region to 
region. One of  the biggest 
difficulties we face in 
Bangladesh is the lack of  proper 
venue. We don’t have a single 
auditorium that can house more 
than two thousand guests, 
whereas, an international artiste 
will charge the same amount of  
money whether they perform in 
Bangladesh or elsewhere in the 
world. For instance, if  an event 
takes place at the Wembley 
Arena in UK, we can anticipate 
around twelve thousand 
attendees merely because of  the 
capacity of  the venue. But if  the 
same artiste performs in 
Bangladesh then even with a 

sold out show, we cannot expect 
revenue in ticket sales to exceed 
the limit of  the venue’s capacity. 
This comes down to an increase 
in entrance charge per ticket in 
Bangladesh. Moreover, a 
person’s ability to purchase 
expensive tickets in our country 
is far less than that of  a person 
living in, for example, 
Singapore. Another aspect that 
becomes a challenge is 
sponsorship. Companies 
pre-calculate their marketing 
budget per annum according to 
the number of  target customers 
they will be catering to. These 
numbers are significantly less 
for Bangladesh in comparison 
to India or China. Thus, 
potential sponsors also have a 
limit to how much they can 
spend on sponsoring such 
events and shows. This in turn 
also leads to a major increase in 
ticket prices. In the end we have 
to struggle to simply breakeven, 
let alone think of  making 
profits, when organizing events 
of  international standards in 
Bangladesh. At the same time 
we have to deal with 
infrastructure issues. Sound 
systems, LEDs, lighting, etc. 

Farhadul Islam shares the reasons behind why Blues Communications 
was formed, their past and future events, and discussions of his 
experiences in regards to organizing big events of international standards 
in Dhaka.
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are big factors we have to keep 
in mind when bringing in 
renowned international artistes. 
For example, when we brought 
in A.R. Rahman for the ICC 
opening ceremony we had to 
rent equipments from abroad to 
meet his technical requirements. 
This, in turn, further increases 
costs. In order to overcome 
such barriers, we purchased our 
own equipments. This will not 
only serve to assist us but also 
others who are in need of  such 
facilities when organizing 
events in Bangladesh.”
 
3. BCMF has gained massive 
momentum over the last 
three years. What is it like to 
manage an event of  that 
magnitude?  
“Passion is important. Anything 
done with passion has a good 
chance of  resulting in success. 
Classical music is an ever 
present element in our culture 
but when organizing an event 
with it as the main highlight 
then things become a little 
tricky. Regardless of  the 
significance of  classical music 
in our history and culture, it 
doesn’t have a mass appeal in 
our country, especially nowa-
days. We had to put in a lot of  
thought into garnering mass 
appeal. We had to make sure 
that the audiences’ experience 
was comfortable as well as 

interesting. We provided 
washroom facilities, coffee and 
tea stalls, food stalls and space 
to simply hang out with friends 
and family without disturbing 
other listeners. No matter how 
seasoned a listener is, it can still 
be difficult for him or her to 
listen to music for nine hours 
straight. A lot of  hard work 
went into making the               
experience for all who attended 
a diverse and enjoyable one. 
Considering BCMF is an 
all-nighter, security is a very 
important issue, especially in 
Dhaka. We had to ensure it as 
well. We travelled to similar 
festivals around the world in 
order to get an idea of  what 
facilities we must incorporate in 
an event of  such a massive 
scope. We also carried out some 
local research. Since the 
audience has to go through a 
registration process to be able 
to attend, we have details 
recorded on our database. We 
called individuals at random to 
ask about their experience 
firsthand and for input on how 
we can improve the event. The 
audience feedback helped a lot 
in terms of  seating                 
arrangements, food and other 
such facilities. Even though the 
festival takes place in a span of  
five days but the preparation 
takes a better part of  the year. 
We’ve already started to get 

ready for the next one.” 

4. What was your first 
project? What was your last?
“The very first event Blues 
Communications organized was 
a fusion music show featuring 
Ustad Zakir Hussain, Edgar 
Meyer and Bela Fleck at the 
Hall of  Fame of  BICC on 
February 6, 2013. Fortunately, 
there hasn’t been a last yet but 
currently we’re working on a 
handful of  events for Robi, 
UCL and Nestle among others.”

5. There are talks of  a Sufi 
festival. Is that your next 
project? What should the 
people of  Bangladesh 
expect? 
“Yes, we are organizing a Sufi 
festival for the first time. Unlike 
the BCMF, this one will be a 
commercial event as well as of  
a very different genre compared 
to classical music. It’ll be flashy 
and colourful. We will try to 
convey to all who attend that 
Sufism is not all about spiritual-
ity and religion. The focus will 
be on other aspects like Sufi 
culture and lifestyle. The 
approach we’re taking will also 
express to the audience the Sufi 
message on humanity and 
morals. We’re bringing in 
musicians and artistes from all 
over the world to represent the 
Sufi culture.”  
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Beauty TipsGlamour

As winter approaches, the battle for healthy skin 
begins. We strive to ensure that our skin and hair is 
not affected by the cold, harsh weather. However, 
often we forget to include what serves as an essential 
to keep our pout smooth throughout the season. Yes, 
it’s lip care that we are talking about here. 
Hair, skin and lips lose moisture due to dry air during 
winter. The mechanisms to take care of  your lips are 
easy, but it’s even easier to overlook the fact that they 
need to be taken care of. 
One of  the major problems with lips in winter is that 
they get chapped. It looks loathsome and feels 
miserable as they cause constant. And the most 
common causes of  chapped lips are – dehydration, 
uncurbed lip-licking and damage caused by the sun.
Follow the few simple directives and prepare to 
defeat winter by being fully equipped!

Get sufficient fluid intake: Due to the lack 
of  moisture in your lips and body, you may suffer 
from sore lips. The first initiative is to stay hydrated 
in winter by consuming enough fluids- juice, water, 
etc. This will help your lips have sufficient moisture 
to decrease the possibility of  them becoming sore 
and chapped in the first place.

Moisturise using lip balm: Although it is not 
possible to cure chapped lips overnight, proper care 
and use of  good products might take only a few days 
to show results. So, it is very important that you 
choose your lip balm wisely. Don’t get distracted on 
seeing your favourite cherry or lemon flavor. Choose 
one that contains extra moisturizing agents such as 
aloe vera, jojoba oil, vitamin E and shea butter. 
Avoid using balms containing glycerin, petrochemical 
products, menthol and retinol in winter. These are 
only good for summer time. Also avoid using chap 
sticks as they are waxy and does not protect the lips  

Fatima Faheem gives you the 
know-hows on taking care of your 
lips during winter
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The sun’s ultraviolet 
rays damage the 

keratin-producing 
cells of your skin. 

Keratin is the layer 
that protects and 

preserves 
everything 

underneath the skin, 
so it is very 

necessary that the 
layer stays healthy

as much as lip balms do. 
Always carry your lip balm with you; 
it’s going to occupy a tiny space in 
your purse anyway. Apply it 
whenever you feel that your lips are 
beginning to dry out.

Cover your lips: We never forget 
to cover our head and skin when we 
go outside, do we? However, we 
often forget to add protection to our 
lips which are fully exposed. The 
sun’s ultraviolet rays damage the 
keratin-producing cells of  your skin. 
Keratin is the layer that protects and 
preserves everything underneath the 
skin, so it is very necessary that the 
layer stays healthy. Wrap a scarf  
around your face, especially covering 
your mouth to protect your lips 
from both the harsh weather as well 
as the sun.

Sunscreen Lip Balm:  The key 
point is that the keratin layer should 
be kept healthy because it protects 
the new skin cells underneath the 
layer itself. Using a lip balm with sun 
protection – ideally broad spectrum 
sun protection to screen out both 
UVA and UVB radiation – preserves 
your keratin layer. In addition, it also 
acts like a shield protecting the new 
skin cells developing underneath. 

Stay Indoors: Stay indoors as 
much as possible, to prevent 

exposing your lips to the harsh 
winter weather which in turn may 
cause cracked and chapped lips. 
Especially if  it’s too windy outside. 
And if  you got to go, make sure 
you’re fully prepared to face the cold 
without getting affected by.

Avoid licking your lips: A lot 
of  us have the tendency to lick our 
lips spontaneously when we feel that 
our lips have become dry enough. 
What you don’t realize is that every 
time you lick your lips, it removes 
the natural oil that keeps moisture in 
your skin. In turn, that moisture 
evaporates, leaving behind dried-out, 
cracked lips with absolutely nothing 
left to protect them. Spending too 
much time in dry environments 
(includes both air conditioned as 
well as heating systems) can cause 
dehydration which causes the lips to 
feel dry and hence you lick your lips 
almost instantaneously. Other causes 
of  dehydration include the lack of  
daily water intake and breathing 
through your mouth during the night 
- avoid doing these. It’s a bad habit 
and causes damage to your lips. If  
you feel uncomfortable, apply lip 
balm before going to bed and that 
should do the trick!

Apply a quick lip-massage: 
With the help of  a good scrub or a 
small brush, exfoliate your lips to 
remove the dead cells on your lips 

from time to time. You don’t have to 
purchase any costly lip scrub for this. 
Sugar is one of  the best scrubs for 
lips. For best result, just apply a 
good lip balm after scrubbing. This 
will make your lips extra soft, shiny 
while leaving back a puffy look.

Are you a ‘lipstick’ person?  
Do you have a habit of  using lipstick 
on a regular basis? If  yes, then make 
sure you choose lipsticks of  good 
quality with moisturizing ingredients. 
And never, ever forget to remove it 
by using lipstick remover or Vaseline 
before going to bed. After which 
you should apply a good 
moisturizing lip balm so that your 
lips are protected even when you’re 
sound asleep.

Vitamin B2 supplement: If  
the moisturizing techniques don’t 
work at all and you still have cracked 
lips, then it probably indicates that 
you have vitamin B2 deficiency. 
Consult a professional to ensure that 
your food contains enough vitamin 
B supplements.

Follow the above steps to minimize 
the toll on your lips for the next few 
weeks of  winter. Remember to avoid 
the sun, keep your body hydrated 
and not lick your lips! This is all it’s 
going to take to make the difference 
between miserable lips and a huge 
smile!
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“It is health that is real wealth and not 
pieces of  gold and silver.” 
– Mahatma Gandhi.

To maintain our real wealth, we put 
in a lot of  effort- eat the right food, 
workout from time to time and lead 
a clean lifestyle in general. It is easy 
to lose sight of  what we’re doing all 
this for. Following are the top five 
reasons why you want and need to 
stay healthy.

Stick this list up on your fridge, tuck 
it in your workout bag or maybe even 
get it tattooed on your forehead? – 
Do whatever it takes you to keep 
motivated to conduct the healthy 
lifestyle.

    Controls Weight: Eating the right 
food along with the right exercise 
allows you to avoid excess weight 
gain and maintain a healthy weight. 
Start the day with a healthy breakfast 
to avoid hunger spasms that could 
send you gushing to the fast food 
store before lunch.

     Improves Mood: Keeping the 
body healthy pays off  for the mind 
as well. Physical activities stimulate 
brain chemicals that often give a 
feeling of  both happiness and 
relaxation. Eating a healthy diet and 
regular exercise can lead to a better 
physique, so you may feel better 
about yourself; it also boosts up your 
confidence and self-esteem.

     Resist Diseases: Healthy habits 
can help prevent some of  the 
dangerous health conditions such as 
heart diseases, strokes and high 
blood pressure. Constructing a 
proper diet along with regular 
physical activity can help prevent or 
manage a wide range of  other health 
problems including metabolic 
syndrome, diabetes, depression, 
certain types of  cancer and arthritis.

     Boosts Energy: Eating foods 
high in sugar and saturated fats may 
cause energy drop which is a 
nightmare for everyone. A balanced 
diet including whole grains, meat, 
low-fat dairy products and sufficient 
intake of  fruits and vegetables 
provide the body with sufficient fuel 
that it needs to manage energy level. 
Also, physical exercise improves 
muscle strength and boosts 
endurance, contributing to derivation 
of  more energy.

     Improves Longevity: Practicing 
healthy habits boosts your 

chances of  a longer life. 
Studies show that 

those who walked 
about thirty 
minutes each day 
managed to 
reduce their 
chances of  dying 
prematurely, 
compared to 
those who 
exercised 
irregularly or not 

at all. Looking 
forward to spending 

more time with the 
loved ones serve as a 

good motivation to keep 

walking and remaining fit.

Want to lose weight? Exercise or no 
exercise you won’t be able to lose 
weight unless you slash your food 
intake. That doesn’t imply that you 
should starve yourself  till your 
weight drops but a good appetite 
suppressant can aid you big time! 
However, it has to be a natural one 
or else it can cause serious health 
problems.

But as easy as it may sound, we all 
know it’s pretty difficult. A 
combination of  dieting and exercise 
is all you need. Pursue the following 
tips to help shed a few pounds:

    Eliminate sugars and starches 
(carbs) from your diet. These food 
components mainly stimulate the 
secretion of  insulin. Insulin is the 
main fat storage hormone in the 
body. Hence, when insulin goes 
down it becomes easier for the body 
to get rid of  the fat accumulated in 
the fat stores, by burning fats instead 
of  carbs. So, cut out on carbs, lower 
your insulin and you will 
automatically start to eat less calories 
and that too without feeling very 
hungry.
    Assemble each meal out of  a 
protein source, fat source and a 
low-carb vegetable and it will 
automatically bring your carb intake 
into the recommended range of  
20-50 grams per day. This will, 
however, vary from person to 
person. Protein is a huge key factor 
in controlling your hunger, curbing 
your appetite and keeping you full. 
Moreover, adequate protein can 
enhance your metabolism.
    Exercise three to four times per 
week by lifting weights which will 
burn a few calories and also prevent 
your metabolism from slowing 
down. If  lifting weights is not an 
option for you, then doing some 
easier cardio workouts like running, 
jogging or swimming will suffice. 
    Satisfy your thirst with water. If  
you’re a tea or coffee person, then 
drink as much as you want since 
both can raise your metabolism 
slightly.

Fatima Faheem tells you 
why you must strive to 
stay fit
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or the last five years 
Pond’s presents The 
Lustrous Runway has 
gained immense 
popularity among 
Dhakaites.  A calendar of  
fashion events for the 
most prominent and 
talented young fashion 
designers, this is an 
initiative taken on by 
Infinity Event 

On the
Ramp

Infinity Event 
Management 
brings back Pond’s 
presents The 
Lustrous Runway 
for the fifth time  

Management. The idea of  this now prestigious fashion event was 
conceived in 2010 by Ali Faiyaz Shoumo & Karishma Khan and brought 
to life then on a smaller scale with a limited budget. By 2012 their hard 
work paid off. On seeing the tremendous response, Pond’s agreed to 
come on board and take this platform to a larger scale. Pond’s along with 
Infinity strives to give these designers a dream platform to showcase their 
talent and to take the fashion industry of  Bangladesh to the next level.       

The 5th Edition of  the show this season was held on Friday 28th 
November at Radisson Ballroom. This time around the event showcased 
seven renowned designers:  

Nuzat Nawar was the youngest designer participant in the show who 
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Models: Meghla
Wardrobe: Paera
Makeup and hair: Farzana Shakil’s
Photos: Abu Naser
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Model: Safa
Wardrobe: Tenzing Chakma
Makeup and hair: Farzana Shakil’s
Photo: Topu Rehaman
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Model: Spriha
Wardrobe: Arannya
Makeup and hair: Farzana Shakil’s 
Photos: Riyad Ashraf



StyleGlamour



StyleGlamour



StyleGlamour



StyleGlamour



StyleGlamour

Models: Mina, Dunya
Wardrobe: Sciccoso
Makeup and hair: Farzana Shakil’s
Photos: Riyad Ashraf
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Sullied Splendor
Struck by one of the worst disasters in history, the 
Sundarbans is struggling to catch its breath, with 
or without the help of people
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Bangladesh is no stranger to disasters. The 
geographical location of  our country makes it 
prone to natural catastrophes and our coastline 
has been ravaged by many cyclones and 
hurricanes. However heartbreaking it is to 
witness villages and lives torn apart by Mother 
Nature’s fury, it is still acceptable on some level. 
The thing that is not acceptable is the world’s 
largest mangrove forest getting polluted with 
350,000 litres of  furnace oil because of  a 
manmade error. 
On December 9, 2014 a trawler which was on its 
way to deliver oil to a power plant near the 
Sundarbans was hit by another vessel causing it 
to sink to the depths of  Sela River. Within hours 
the murky, viscous substance oozed out of  the 
damaged containers, spreading across the river 
that is home to the rare Irrawaddy and Gangetic 
dolphins and several other endangered aquatic 
life. For two days, the oil continued to leak into 
the water without any intervention. The bleeding 
hearts of  citizens from all over the country 
watched in despair as the spill expanded; first 
twenty kilometres, then forty, then eighty. Our 
country helplessly looked on as fish, unable to 
breathe, started to surface and birds, wings 
covered in slick, lost flight and eventually died. 
Unable to take immediate action government 

officials called, with limited 
resources and knowledge, on 
the locals to scoop up the oil 
deposited on the banks as best 
as they could. To give them an 
incentive Padma Oil declared 
that they would buy the 
collected oil off  of  them. So 
the locals of  the affected 
villages, mostly fishermen who 
lost their livelihoods with the 
disaster, took up the job of  
manual cleanup without any 
sort of  protective gear 

whatsoever. 
The Sundarbans is the largest 
delta in the world. Made up of  
vast saline mudflats and 
covered with mangrove trees, 
as well as a diverse population 
of  wildlife, the mighty forest 
has served as a natural barrier 
for decades from turbulent 
costal weather that the region 
is prone to. Housing three 
separate sanctuaries, the 
Sundarbans was declared as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site P
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in 1997. This is not a surprise 
considering that the forest is a 
habitat for over 300 different 
species of  flora and 269 genera 
of  wild animals, including the 
endangered Royal Bengal 
Tiger, Masked Finfoot, lndian 
fishing cat, estuarine 
crocodiles, otters, and the 
spotted deer, among others.  
Any sort of  oil spill into a 
water body is awfully 
concerning but one in an 
ecosystem as delicate as our 

beautiful forest’s is a downright 
tragedy. The shorelines have 
blackened near the affected 
region. The mangrove trees 
look as though their roots have 
been dipped in tar, as if  they 
are dressed to show solidarity. 
Within the third day the corpse 
of  an Irrawaddy dolphin 
surfaced along with the bodies 
of  a couple of  otters. Pictures 
of  wildlife smeared in oil have 
become common updates on 
news and social media sites 

alike. Since the announcement of  Padma Oil’s 
‘buy-back’ policy, photos of  people covered in 
the carcinogenic chemicals have made an 
appearance as well. The oil spill does not only 
threaten the animal life in the forest; the flora is 
in grave danger too. 
The oil spill occurred at the heart of  a dolphin 
reserve on a route that is said to be illegal. 
Commercial vessels are banned by law to use a 
course that runs directly through a heritage site. 
Ever since the blockage of  an alternative way, 
trawlers and ships have been using this route to 
transport goods. This is not the only accident to 
have had occurred on this path. In September 
633 metric tonnes of  cement and 600 metric 
tonnes of  coal ash was also dumped into the 
river which inevitably affected the forest 
ecosystem as well. Although the UN has called 
for a strict ban of  traffic along the affected 
route, there is talk of  opening up the path as 
soon as the uproar dies down. In fact trawlers 
and ships have been seen to be on standby, 
awaiting green signal from the government to be 
allowed to travel through the very route. As if  
this is not abusive to the Sundarbans itself, there 
is also the plan for the Rampal Power Plant to 
be built north of  the region, along with a 50,000 
tonne grain silo construction in Joymoni 
underway already. Again strongly objected to by 

FeatureCover Focus



the public and the UN, this development 
that is said to bring the country more 
power is like pouring acid into a wound. 
The single largest mangrove forest will 
be subject to heightened human traffic 
and half  a million metric tonnes of  
liquid and sludge factory waste each year, 
all of  which will affect the fragile 
ecosystem, not to mention the 
livelihoods of  the locals there, many of  
whom have been uprooted from their 
homes in order to make space for the 
project. With little or no compensation 
and threats from goons, these dislocated 
people have lost their homes and will 
soon lose their jobs as well. Moreover, in 
order to make the power plant work, a 
huge amount of  water would be required 
to be desalinated which would also 
disrupt the balance of  the ecosystem.  

With threats stacking up one after the 
other, presently, it is vital that prompt 
action is taken to cleanup the spillage. 
Although the Forest Department 
appointed two hundred day-labourers to 
scoop up the oil from the river and 
adjacent canals, it is proving to cause 
further harm. According ecology experts, 
the untrained locals are gathering mud 
from the riverbanks along with the oil, 
which in turn is causing the soil to lose 
its fertility thus further harming the 
ecosystem. In order to tackle this 
problem it is advised that biodiversity 
and ecology experts be brought on board 
to oversee the entire cleanup process. 
Such experts can not only provide better 
solutions but also constantly assess the 
situation after cleanup on a daily basis. 
This will assist in forming immediate 
contingencies based on freshly collected 
data if  certain actions and plans fail. This 
way, the funds too will be better 
managed and put to use more efficiently. 
Some specialists are sticking to the 
notion that a natural recovery cleanup 
without human intervention is the best 
way to go about it. More importantly, in 
order to attain a successful natural 
recovery, a thorough ban of  all 
commercial vessels and industrial sites  
throughout the Sundarbans should be 
implemented.      

Recent days have been a 
cacophony of emotions for 
Obhoyaronno. We celebrated 
a landmark accomplishment of 
the High Court ruling in favour 
of our petition to ban all dog 
culling and bull/goat/cock 
fighting throughout 
Bangladesh. The same week, 
we bleed in anguish at the 
country’s joint failure to protect 
Mother Nature. The oil spill in 
the Sundarbans has broken the 
hearts of many and won little 
sympathy from the authorities.
Claims of little damage being 
done and manual cleanup 
efforts helping locals earn more 
money have been made. But 
what about entire fishing 
communities losing the 
livelihood passed down to 
them across generations? 
What about the little girl with 
her cooking pot, drenched in 
hazardous black oil, made 
famous in pictures, when she 
gets sick from exposure? What 
about more industrial disasters 
there in future, if we treat the 
current one as a trivial matter 
and fail to introduce safer 
practices and policies?
Experts have repeatedly 
criticized the current cleanup 
efforts, which are causing more 
harm than good to the 
ecosystem. The method being 
applied now, even by 
labourers of the Forest 
Department and over 
enthusiastic but 
well-intentioned volunteers, 
disturbs the forest floor, causing 
oil to mix with soil and 
contaminate the primary food 
producers that form the base 
of the food pyramid. While the 
thought of apex predators like 
dolphins and Royal Bengal 
Tigers being affected horrify us; 
it is the barely-visible planktons 
in the soils we should be more 
alarmed about. Once they are 
polluted, the impact will travel 
up the entire food chain and 
contaminate the entire forest 
ecosystem -the mangrove 
ecosystem that has sheltered 
our vulnerable land and 

civilization from the 
treacherous ocean for 
centuries, like a mother 
protecting her children. Instead 
of rushing to the site with 
limited knowledge and 
capacity, let us remain vigilant 
and let experts take control, 
assisting as necessary. If there is 
any lesson to be taken from the 
Rana Plaza tragedy, it is that 
involved parties must be 
coordinated better with 
specialists as well as each 
other, properly invest in 
impact/needs assessments and 
manage funds better to 
maximize efficiency and results, 
while enabling transparency 
throughout. 
Let us especially not lose sight 
of the long-term issues and 
challenge those who consider 
the Sundarbans a small price to 
pay for a better power supply. 
Let us put pressure to ensure 
safety mechanisms, ethical 
standards and environmental 
compliance - if we are to have 
industries there at all! Let us 
take this opportunity to unite 
and convince authorities to 
tread carefully into the 
wilderness and treat it with 
respect. Obhoyaronno may 
operate in urban settings with 
domestic and stray animal 
populations, but wildlife is as 
much at the heart of our cause 
as any other, if not more. Today 
we mourn and show solidarity 
with all those affected, humans 
and non-humans alike. With a 
heavy heart and silent thoughts 
we carry on in hope to see light 
of better days ahead, where 
our culture values the intrinsic 
worth of all beings we share this 
land with.

Lusana Anika Masrur,
Communication Coordinator,

Obhoyaronno- Bangladesh Animal 
Welfare Foundation
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Puppy Love
Nusrat Jahan Pritom visits 

Obhoyaronno – Bangladesh 
Animal and Welfare Society to 

better understand the dynamics of 
the organization 
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A glance at the pitiable state of  the dogs in the 
centre or on the roads will give you an idea of  why it is 
human beings who are the most frightening species on 
this planet. While there are some cases of  road 
accidents, countless animals get injured because they 
simply become the victims of  the malice of  a human 
being.   
Rubaiya Ahmad, Founder and Chairman of  
Obhoyaronno, Bangladesh Animal Welfare Society, 
further emphasizes on that. “All animals are suffering 
now. It is a misconception in most people that dogs are 
harmful. Killing a dog is not a solution to rabies. The 
dog deserves to live as much as any human! Here at the 
centre we vaccinate the dogs, sterilize them and set 
them free.”
Rubaiya had volunteered for a cat rescue programme in 
the United States as well as for the Indiana Zoo and she 
says that the experience motivated her to do something 
about animal welfare in this country. Her love and 
compassion had prompted her to be kind to all animals. 
However when one day in 2009, Dhaka City 
Corporation killed one of  her dogs it was the last straw. 

FeatureCover Focus
She decided that something needed to be done. 
Obhoyaronno began its work since that year but officially 
it started in 2011. They became the winner of  the HSUS 
Animal Advocate of  the Year 2012 Award, for doing 
exceptional work for Bangladesh’s animal welfare. The 
journey had few obstacles in the way of  course. “It took 
a few years to mobilize the government but you can say 
things went well.On 14 December 2014, the court gave a 
no-kill-dogs order so this is quite a big victory for us.” 
Nadia, the lawyer who has been in charge of  the case 
said, “Animal cruelty is wrong beyond any doubt, but 
now that we have this order, you can say that it’s official.”
Rubaiya encourages everybody to take action against 
animal cruelty. “If  you can save one dog in your entire 
life, it is a big achievement,” she adds. 
Most people would ring the centre up and report a 
problem such as a person beating a dog. But they do not 
venture to do anything on their own. Rubaiya says this is 
a very wrong approach. “First of  all, by the time we reach 
the place, the dog may be no more. So if  a person 
witnesses somebody beating a dog or acting cruelly 
towards an animal, we encourage them to speak up and 
raise their voice because it is wrong. Animal cruelty is 
illegal but most people do not know. Second fact is that 
our center has limitations. We cannot accommodate a 
thousand dogs here. So we encourage everybody to rise 
against this injustice. One cannot do these things alone.” 
Lusana Masrur, the communications coordinator at 
Obhoyaronno adds, “Humanity is a big issue here. One 
who is kind towards animals will also be kind to other 
people. Animals are usually the victim of  people’s cruelty 
because they are vulnerable and they cannot express their 
abuse. So we really need to change the mindset. 
Compassion should be for all.”
Obhoyaronno has conducted various projects to raise 
awareness on this issue. During their first anniversary, 
they organized a big event at Robindro Sarabar for a “No 
Culling” Campaign.  They have vaccinated and sterilized 
thousands of  dogs till now. “We plan to extend our works 
to all parts of  Bangladesh now. Next we also hope to 
work in the sector of  buying/selling of  animals.” 
Animals have as much right as human beings to live in 
this world. The existence of  organizations like 
Obhoyaronno is a positive step towards ensuring that 
these animals receive proper treatment and are able to 
live without the fear of  human abuse.  

Humanity is a big issue here. One 
who is kind towards animals will 
also be kind to other people. 
Animals are usually the victim of 
people’s cruelty 



FeatureCover Focus

Mehrin Chowdhury 
looks into the options 
available for fresh and 
organic food in Dhaka 

Green Grub
People these days are becoming 
more conscious about their health 
and what they eat. As a result there 
have been many efforts towards 
healthy consumption and the 
concept of  organic farming seems 
to have become quite popular.
The idea can be rather complicated 
because organic produce do not 
appear to be different looking from 
the regular ones upfront. E.g. if  
someone goes to a supermarket and 
there’s the conventionally grown 
apple on one rack and the organic 
range on another, both the apples 
would look the same; firm, shiny 
and red. Both would provide 

the same amounts of  vitamins and 
fiber and be free of  fat, sodium and 
cholesterol. Which one should a 
consumer choose? The basic answer 
is that to make the right selection 
everyone must get the facts right 
before shopping. They need to 
know the real difference between 
conventional and organic produce.

Conventional Vs Organic 
Produce
Organic farming refers to the way 
farmers grow and process 
agricultural products, such as fruits, 
vegetables, grains, dairy products 
and meat. Farmers who grow 
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RecipesYour Space

Delightful
Fills
The chefs of Six 

Season Hotel share 
the recipes of some 

of their best sold and 
sought after dishes 

for you to cook at 
home and enjoy. 

Delightful
Fills
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Ingredients 
50 gm Cuttlefish
3 pcs Black tiger shrimp
2 pcs Scallops
100 gm Lettuce
3 Tomatoes, chopped

For sauce
50 ml Soy sauce
40 ml Lemon juice
5 ml Olive oil
5 gm Sugar
Black pepper to taste

Preparation
Boil the cuttlefish, shrimps and scallops with 
salt. For the sauce mix soy sauce, lemon juice, 
olive oil, sugar and black pepper together and 
boil until thick. Pour and mix the sauce on 
the boiled fish with the tomatoes and lettuce. 
Garnish with sesame seeds before serving.
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Ingredients
300 gm Chicken
20 gm Butter
5 gm Cooking oil
Salt and pepper to 
taste

Preparation
Cook the chicken with the butter and 
cooking oil. Add salt and pepper according 
to taste. For the teriyaki sauce, mix the 
jaggery with soy sauce, red chilli, garlic, 
ginger, water, honey and chicken until the 
consistency is thick. Combine the cooked 
chicken with the sauce and serve.

For sauce
100 gm Date jaggery
20 ml Soy sauce
1 Red chilli
5 gm Garlic 
5 gm Ginger
100 gm Water
50 gm Honey
10 gm Chicken stock
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Preparation
Marinate the fillet with salt, pepper and olive oil. 
Grill the marinated fillet for a few minutes until 
charred. Boil the potato and mash it. Mix butter, 
white pepper, milk and salt to make the mashed 
potato. Blanche the cauliflower and broccoli. To 
make the sauce, sauté the sliced mushrooms in 
garlic and butter. Add the beef  stock and reduce it 
until saucy thickness is reached. Pour the sauce over 
the grilled steak and garnish with chopped parsley. 
Serve with the mashed potato under the steak. 

  

Ingredients
Angus fillet
Salt 
Black pepper
Olive oil
Potato
White pepper
Milk
Salt
Cauliflower
Broccoli
Parsley

For Sauce
2 Mushrooms, 
sliced
Garlic
Butter
Beef  stock
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Preparation
Marinate the scallops in olive oil, salt and pepper. Sear the 
scallops before frying them on a pan. To make the pesto, 
blend the basil leaves, pine nuts and olive oil together. Pour 
the pesto over the scallops before serving.

Ingredients
3 Scallops
Olive Oil 
Salt to taste
Pepper to taste

For Pesto
Basil leaves
Pine nuts
Olive oil
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Preparation
Make a hole in the middle of  the chicken breast. Sauté 
the spinach then stuff  the chicken breast with it along 
with the mozzarella cheese. Grill the stuffed chicken for 
a little bit before transferring it into an oven preheated to 
180°C. Bake for twenty to twenty five minutes. Blanche 
the carrots, beetroots and potatoes then apply butter, salt 
and pepper. Bake in an oven for a short time. To make 
the sauce, puree the half  of  beetroot and add the chicken 
stock. Boil until reduced to gel consistency. Garnish the 
chicken with drops of  the sauce and serve.

Ingredients
A large Chicken breast
Spinach
Mozzarella cheese
Carrots, cubed
Beetroot, cubed
Potatoes, cubed

For sauce
1/2 a beetroot
Chicken stock
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Preparation
Bake the sea bass with butter. To make 
the sauce, mix the miso paste with 
orange juice, salt, black pepper, lemon 
and sugar. Boil until the consistency is 
thick. Mix all the ingredients listed for 
the salsa. A handful of  cubed tomatoes, 
cucumber and capsicum should suffice 
for the salsa. Serve the fish with sauce 
poured on it and salsa on a side.

Ingredients
210 gm Sea bass, boneless
10 gm Butter
50 gm Miso paste (soybean 
paste)
100 ml Orange juice
Salt to taste
Black pepper to taste
Lemon to taste
Sugar to taste

For Salsa
Tomatoes, cubed
Cucumber, chopped
Capsicum, cubed
Lemon juice
Black Pepper
Salt 
Olive oil
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Good for the earth. Good for you.

As the year 2014 wraps up with an environmental 
disaster in the Sundarbans, it is high time that we 
focus on eco-friendly New Year’s resolutions. If  you 
feel guilty about not getting to go clean up the oil spill, 
it doesn’t mean there is nothing you can do. Every 
little bit helps towards the goal of  a healthier planet 
and happier you. Don’t forget, small daily 
improvements are what lead to great long-term 
success.

Walk as much as you can
Not easy in Dhaka, I know. Nevertheless, don’t give up 
walking. Walk whenever and wherever you can. Make 
it a habit to walk to your corner store or grocery store. 
The abrupt disappearance of  the sidewalk beneath you 
or a pillar smack dab in your face may hinder your 
initial pedestrian adventures. Sidewalk tea stalls and 
general loiterers may get in the way, not to mention 
the sight and smell of  garbage. But if  you stick to it, 
soon you’ll get used to them (to be honest, it’s no less 
annoying than being stuck in car traffic) and start 
enjoying the familiar route. You’ll get to know your 
neighbourhood and all kinds of  neighbours better.

Reduce waste
Let’s make it a vow this year to reduce the waste we 
generate. To minimize packaging waste, choose to buy 
items in bulk at the grocery store rather than small 
amounts packaged in plastic bags. Conveniently, 
leading supermarkets and old school grocers already 
use paper bags for bulk items. Purchase a large 
reusable shopping bag and make it a habit to carry it 
to your weekly grocery trip. Buy rechargeable batteries 
instead of  disposable. Our city has no official 
programme to manage household hazardous waste! 
Avoid buying bottled water. Invest in a BPA-free 
sturdy water bottle and use it regularly.

Reuse and recycle your possessions
Reusing and recycling go hand in hand with reducing 
waste. There’s even a bonus: they also lead to 
de-cluttering of  your home and your mind. By turning 
something you would throw away into something 
useful, you not only do the environment a favour, but 
also feel good about it yourself. Give away anything 
you are holding on to but haven’t used in a long time: 
clothing, stationary, old drapes and bed linen etc. Turn 
empty containers into little plant pots. Use old towels 

Resolutions!
Green 
Sazia Sharmin’s ideas on eco-friendly New Year’s 
resolutions that are worth sticking to
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as kitchen rags instead of  buying dish towels. Don’t 
worry about what anyone says. Be proud that you are 
doing something that’s good for you and good for the 
earth.

Eat less processed food
Choose fresh vs. processed every time you can. Juice 
drinks with artificial flavours and colours have no place 
in children’s meals. If  you are concerned about formalin, 
soak fruits in water for half  an hour to remove as much 
trace as you can. Shop from conscientious sellers and 
choose local and in-season produce. Remember, you are 
also missing out on fibre, vitamins, and minerals if  you 
eliminate fruits from your diet! Beware of  packaged 
foods with long shelf-life. These are usually loaded with 
salt, sugar, and hydrogenated vegetable oils. 

Support your local economy
Buy local vs. imported to reduce your carbon footprint 
and help the local economy. Choose hand-made baskets 
and wooden toys rather than imported plastic. Buying 
fresh in-season fruits and vegetables also support the 
local economy while boosting your food habit. Boldly go 
with local fabrics for your home and your clothing rather 
than following trends. Remember, the more we buy, the 
more the local artisans produce. It heats up competition 
among them to improve price and quality for us.

Spend time in nature and green your urban space
We have an evolutionary need to be in nature where we 
can become aware of  the world beyond ourselves. If  we 
can sit through hours of  traffic to try the newest 
restaurant in town, we can take the time to get out of  
town to spend time in nature. Reclaim your local park 
and take your family and friends for a walk. Walk with 
children to tell them about plants and insects, not just of  
makes and models of  cars. You’ll be amazed how much 
scope for biodiversity exists even within the city. Grow 
plants in your balcony or by your window.  It doesn’t 
have to be anything fancy. You can just grow some mint, 
which can withstand much abuse from black thumbs. 
The aroma and rich green foliage with freshen and 
beautify your space; the zesty leaves will spice up your 
salads. 

Conserve energy to save money and the earth
This one is a no-brainer.  Yet it is also the most 
challenging because using up energy means convenience 
for us. It’s always easy to choose what is convenient over 
what it right. Use your car only when necessary. Turn off  
lights, fans and air conditioners when leaving the room. 

Turn off  your gas stove when not in use. You know… all 
the things our parents taught us as children. Use your 
washing machine only when you have a full load. Clean 
and replace the filters on your air conditioners. Dirty 
filters make air conditioners work harder and waste 
energy. Replace any incandescent light bulbs you may still 
have with CFL bulbs. They even come in the warm 
variety if  you like the look of  incandescent light without 
wasting energy.

Try non-toxic alternatives to cleaning and personal 
care products
Try to use natural and multi-purpose alternatives to a 
variety of  cleaning products. Vinegar, lemon juice and 
baking soda really do work just as well as branded 
cleaners! Give them a try this year. However, keep in 
mind that “natural” is not always non-toxic. Read labels 
and research ingredient lists … it’s easy with our 
smartphones. Go back to natural remedies and personal 
care products. Try homemade scrubs and facial masks. 
Many of  the world’s leading spas charge premium price 
for their Ayurvedic products. We are lucky to live in a 
part of  the world where we can still find Sandalwood or 
Neem trees without spending a fortune.

Give conscious gifts
All the principles we have talked about so far, apply them 
in gift giving. Give the gift of  a potted plant rather than a 
bouquet. Flowers are natural, but even they require 
fertilizers and pesticides to be cultivated commercially. 
Give the gift of  an activity rather than an object. Choose 
paper wrapping instead of  plastic that will sit in the 
landfill indefinitely. Give books and school/art supplies 
to children instead of  run-of-the-mill plastic toys. 
Planning to buy a new water bottle for yourself ? Buy one 
for your best friend too.

Finally, turn good intentions into action and be the 
change you wish to see in the world. Don’t be shy to 
demand change from everyone around you. Together, we 
CAN make a difference. 

Every little bit helps towards the 
goal of a healthier planet and 
happier you. Don’t forget, small 
daily improvements are what 
lead to great long-term success.
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Never was there a better time to be a comic book fan. 
Movies like Chris Nolan’s The Dark Knight, Sam Raimi’s 
Spider-Man and Bryan Singer’s X-Men have changed the 
face of  Hollywood action movies. Not only have these 
superhero movies evolved over time giving us the likes 
of  Marvel Cinematic Universe (with announcements of  
releases till 2020) but also more obscure and risky 
comics like The Guardians of  the Galaxy are getting 
high-budget feature films. And that’s just Hollywood. 
While fans all over the world celebrate being a geek in 
their own ways and at their own conventions, the 
comic book culture of  Dhaka is blooming with 
movies being released at the theatres on time and 
book stores actually bringing in the latest issues and 
merchandise regularly.
The annual Comicon, dubbed Age of  Brilliance 
this year, was held at the Chairmanbari Field in 
Banani for a stretch of  three consecutive days 
starting on December 11. This event gave comic 
book fans alongside anime, film and TV show 
fanatics an opportunity to come together at a 
single venue to share their love for modern 
pop culture. Fans of  different ages were 
present exploring all the various things 
Comicon 2014 had in store.
One of  the two highlights of  this year’s 
convention was the stalls set up by local 
businesses. There were numerous booths, 
strategically placed on the edges of  the 
field, selling t-shirts, books, posters, 
stationery and memorabilia items among 
other things. There was 
something for everybody. Naruto 
hoodies, Iron Man t-shirts, 
Batman themed bookmarks and 

ReviewYour Space

The Rise of

Tamzidur Rahman walks you 
through the happenings of Dhaka 

Comicon 2014: Age of Brilliance

Geekdom
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notepads, a miniature 
replica of  the TARDIS of  
Doctor Who fame as well 
as action figures from 
many different movies, 
TV shows and, of  course, 
comic books. Imagine 
walking past stalls with 
every single one of  them 
offering to sell at least one 
pop culture related item 
that you’d like nothing 
more than to own for 
yourself. Yes, and that too 
at an event in Dhaka.
The other highlight was 
the Cosplayers. The 
cosplay culture began in 
Bangladesh two years 
prior at the first Comicon 
in 2012. The 2012 
comic 

con was much smaller in scale 
and held at The Bench in 
Gulshan. Although it hosted a 
small number of  stalls and 
displayed a limited collection of  
pop culture memorabilia from 
private collectors, what outshined 
everything at the event was the 
cosplay done by local fans. This 
year though, the cosplay alone 
stole the show. 
For one thing, there were going 
to be cosplayers dressed up in 
Batman and Joker costumes or 
even Spider-man masks but the 
most surprising thing was that 
many obscure and cult characters 
were glimpsed here and there. 
The fans didn’t stop only at 
comic books either. For starters, 
there was Willy Wonka from Tim 
Burton’s Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory and 
Zabuza Momochi from 

the anime Naruto. 
Arsenal, Green 
Arrow’s sidekick and 
Sherlock Holmes 
from the popular BBC 
show also made it to 

Comicon. There was a 
group cosplaying as 

Batman’s rogues’ 
gallery. A handful 
of  children aged 
between three 
to four years 
were seen 
accompanied 
by their 
parents 
cosplaying as 
various 
characters. 
There was an 
exceptionally 
adorable 

The annual Comicon, dubbed Age of Brilliance 
this year, was held at the Chairmanbari Field in 
Banani for a stretch of three consecutive days 
starting on December 11.

Darth Vader and a rather cute Supergirl 
among this bunch.
It is remarkable how much cosplay has 
changed and improved in less than three 
years in Dhaka. The costumes were much, 
much better when compared to the ones 
from Comicon 2012. It’s also evident that 
cosplayers take makeup more seriously now. 
The makeup on most cosplayers was 
surprisingly good. The overall quality of  
cosplay at Comicon 2014 was much better 
than the previous conventions in Dhaka.
Akin to other parts of  the world, pop culture 
has become a phenomenon to be celebrated 
here in Dhaka as well. Comicon 2014 more 
than served its purpose by bringing fans 
together from all over Bangladesh. As well as 
introducing a whole new world of  
entertainment to the uninitiated. It has 
evolved much in three years. It is definitely 
bigger and way better than when it first 
started. This only goes to show that more 
people are aware of  the event. Furthermore, 
the sheer number of  attendees stood to 
prove that geeks will, one day, inherit the 
world i.e. if  they haven’t already.   
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While everyone is too 
busy making plans for 
Christmas and New Year, 
Gitanjali Lifestyle decided to 
give everyone an 
opportunity to start 
celebrations before the 
conventional schedule.  On 
the 18th of  December 2014, 
Gitanjali Lifestyle arranged a 
shimmering event featuring 
the hottest Bollywood 
Sensation of  the year – 
Benny Dayal! He is one of  
the biggest stars of  
Bollywood music industry 
and the maker of  many hot 
& striking songs such as this 
year’s hottest track “Bang 
Bang” from the movie Bang 
Bang, “Badtameez Dil” from 
the movie Yeh Jawaani Hai 
Deewani and “The Disco 
Song” from the movie 
Student Of  the Year and 
many more.
The event took place in 
Radisson Blu, Grand Ball 
Room at around 7pm. Over 
200* people showed up that 
night; almost everyone 
dressed up glamorously, 
eager to witness the famous 

Fatima Faheem reviews
Gitanjali’s event featuring
Benny Dayal

PumpIt Up
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Sohana Rouf Chowdhury, 
Managing Director of Sash Limited 

The audience 
cheered with 
booming, 
screeching and 
quavering voices 
as Benny Dayal 
invaded the 
stage. 

Benny Dayal perform live 
right in front of  their eyes. 
The event started with a 
glittering fashion show 
where the models had put 
on some of  the latest and 
extraordinary ornaments 
by none other than 
Gitanjali’s collection. The 
makeup and hair dressing 
was done by Kaniz Almas. 
The fashion show was well 
choreographed and 
received a lot of  
appreciation.
After the fashion show, the 
remarkable singer was 
welcomed on stage by the 
lady behind all the hard 
work – Mrs. Sohana Rouf  
Chowdhury, Managing 
Director of  Sash Limited 
(Gitanjali Lifestyle). The 
audience cheered with 
booming, screeching and 
quavering voices as Benny 
Dayal invaded the stage. 
The smile on his face on 
hearing the crowd go crazy 
was totally incredible!
As time ticked, Benny 
Dayal continued with his 
dazzling performances. 

Each song received more 
applause than the one 
before. Everyone cheered 
as the show continued, but 
that one song that got the 
entire audience singing was 
“Daaru Desi” from the 
movie Cocktail. The crowd 
was super excited, hyper 
and very responsive. That 
shows how many fans this 
rockstar has, right? I’m 
pretty sure Benny Dayal 
felt the zeal of  the crowd 
and that’s what made him 
even more in spirit. Believe 
it or not, that man was not 
only singing on stage but 
moving around, showing 
off  this amazing dance 
moves so elegantly that it 
left most of  the audience 
mesmerized! 
And guess what? Those of  
you are thinking that 
you’ve missed the chance 
to see Benny Dayal on 
stage- you’re wrong. 
You’ve missed the 
opportunity to witness a 
legend set the stage as well 
as the crowd on fire. This 
one time, he came down, 

to the audience and oh my! 
He started dancing with 
the audience and *click 
click* *flash light*. He 
dedicated the song “Bang 
Bang” to everyone present 
in the Grand Ball Room 
since New Year is around 
the corner. It was indeed a 
spectacular performance. 
The event was well 
organized. Starting from 
seating arrangements to 
the security systems- the 
place was well secured and 
had lots of  assistants and 
volunteers helping them 
maintain rules and 
regulations. And the 
lighting system was 
magical. It served its 
purpose well; both during 
the fashion show as well as 
the concert. It was neither 
too much, nor too dull. 
Just perfect like the ones 
we get to see in movies. 
The people playing the 
musical instruments 
deserve some 
acknowledgement too. 
Benny Dayal along with 
the musicians rocked the 
stage. Apart from his own 
songs, Benny Dayal sang 
some of  the superhit 
bollywood songs, including 
“Dil Se” from the movie 

Dil Se by the great A.R. 
Rahman. Before starting 
the song, Benny Dayal 
even spoke some kind 
words showing his 
gratitude towards A. R. 
Rahman as his songs 
inspired him a lot.
The last song of  the night 
was that one for which 
everyone was waiting 
impatiently- “Badtameez 
Dil” and it received great 
response and prolonged 
applause from the 
audience. Benny Dayal is 
indeed a show stopper and 
an extremely talented 
singer. Thanks to Gitanjali 
and the sponsors for 
arranging such an event. 
Bollywood fans in Dhaka 
look forward to such 
delightful events in the 
near future.
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Based on an obscure Marvel 
comic book, Big Hero 6 is 
Disney Animation’s first foray 
into superhero adaptations. You 
need not be up to speed on 
comic book lore to be able to 
enjoy this film as it only loosely 
translates its source material. It 
might have Marvel in its DNA 
(there’s even a clever Stan Lee 
cameo) but it is 100% Disney. 
Big Hero 6 stars Hiro Hamada, 
a fourteen-year old science whiz 
who assembles a rag-tag group 
of heroes when an enigmatic 
villain in a Kabuki mask begins 
terrorizing the city. While this 
may be Hiro’s story about 
coming of age and dealing with 
loss, Baymax is the real star of 
this movie. Built by Hiro’s older 
brother Tadashi as an advanced 
medical care unit, this 
vinyl-covered robot is painfully 
lovable and carries the film on 

his plush shoulders. 
Baymax represents what works 
and what doesn’t in Big Hero 6. 
He and Hiro provide the film’s 
biggest laughs, as the teen tries 
to turn this awkward 
marshmallow bot into a 
superhero, as well as its most 
touching moments. But, he also 
steals the spotlight from the 
film’s supporting cast. Hiro and 
Baymax’s teammates GoGo, 
Wasabi, Honey Lemon and Fred 
are only introduced and never 
fleshed out. 
Regardless, Big Hero 6 is a great 
animated film that’s fun for all 
ages. Its action sequences will 
thrill, its story will tug at your 
heartstrings and Baymax will 
win you over with his childlike 
naiveté and boundless 
compassion. This is one 
Disney/Marvel film you should 
not miss. 
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To Infinity And Beyond

“Interstellar” 

2001: A Space Odyssey is often 
called the greatest science fiction 

movie ever made. Any new film in 
the genre, no matter how small in 

scope or grand in scale, will 
inevitably be compared to Stanley 

Kubrick’s sci-fi masterpiece. Though 
an entertaining, thought-provoking 

and visually stunning movie, 
Interstellar ultimately buckles under 
the weight of its own ideas and falls 

just short of its Kubrick-ian 
aspirations.

Set in a future where a crop blight 
has pushed humanity to extinction, 
the film follows Cooper who must 

leave his family behind to find a new 
home for mankind. Matthew 

McConaughey leads an all-star 
ensemble who deliver strong 

performances. Murph is the heart of 
the film and her love and resentment 

of her father Cooper is the 
story’semotional center.

Interstellar is a gorgeous film. We 
see space in all its resplendent beauty 
and frightening immensity as Cooper 

and his crew drift and tumble 
through the galaxy. Whereas Kubrick 

used classical overtures in these 
scenes, Nolan prefers haunting 

silences, which fill the viewer with a 
sense of terror and loneliness. Hans 

Zimmer’s score accompanies 
moments of quiet repose and 

mounting tension, as characters 
reflect and grapple with heavy 

decisions.
Unfortunately, Interstellar stumbles 
in certain key areas. The film takes 

its time to establish its characters and 
build its world but skips story beats 

between acts in a way that feels 

Naveed Islam reviews some 
movies of 2014
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Everything Burns

“Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1” 

Katniss Everdeen returns in the 
first part of the final instalment in 
the Hunger Games saga. 
Mockingjay removes the macabre 
reality-show aspect from the past 
two films and brings the unrest, 
political maneuverings and tension 
between the classes to the fore. 
After escaping the arena, Katniss 
finds herself in the middle of 
Panem’s presidential regime and the 
rebels of District 13. She must 
choose whether or not to serve as 
the rebellion’s figurehead, ‘the 
Mockingjay’. This film deals with 
heavy subject matter and despite its 
status as a young adult novel 
adaptation, it never descends into 

melodrama. Instead, it deconstructs 
what it means to be a ‘hero’, turning 
Katniss not into a champion or 
warrior but as a symbol, rallying 
others to battle.
Though Hunger Games never shied 
away from violence, it takes on a 
more ominous and grim tone here. 
Scenes depicting public executions, 
protestors gunned down by guards 
as they storm the gates and 
hospitals being bombed, are stark 
imagery lifted from the headlines 
that serve to further the themes this 
story deals with. Survival, war, and 
human nature are the issues that 
take center stage in this film. 
However, the biggest problem with 

this instalment boils down to its 
structure. Since Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows climactic series 
finales are now split in two. This 
means that part one of Mockingjay 
is largely build up for part two. 
Though it’s by design, it does bog 
down the film’s ending and leaves 
many important characters waiting 
for their cues in the sequel.
The Hunger Games was never 
really about the Hunger Games and 
nowhere is this more apparent than 
in this sequel. Fans of the films and 
novels don’t have to wait long for 
the end to Katniss’ story, which will 
be released in the winter of next 
year.  

forced or abrupt. Some characters 
break their own logic while others 

are one-dimensional or 
underdeveloped. The film bears 

many resemblances to Space 
Odyssey, particularly its climax. 

But where Kubrick’s commentary 
on human nature is subtle, Nolan’s 
is heavy-handed, often bordering 

on sappy.
Interstellar is an ambitious film 

that sets its intellectual sights too 
far for its own grasp. It is not 

Christopher Nolan’s best film but 
striking visuals and powerful turns 

from McConaughey and Jessica 
Chastain make this blockbuster a 

flawed masterpiece.
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ICE Today 
showcases local 
talents and more

The poems are 
written by Shakil 
Ahmed as a tribute to 
the Bengal Classical 
Music Festival 2014. 
Shakil is an art and 
music enthusiast 
among other things.

I prowl I walk
In the depths of  the jungle. Through a sea of  people.
Moving from spot to spot. Moving from spot to spot. 
My paws My shoes
Trampling live grass into dead patches. Trampling live grass into dead patches. 
My fur scratches against My skin scratches against
The barks of  trees. The clothes of  passers-by
Immersed in the mist of  early morning  Immersed in the smoke of  dry ice
In a fountain of  beats and rhythm. In a fountain of  beats and rhythm,
The music of  nature. The music of  Carnatic percussion.
Birds. Ghatam.
Bees. Mridangam.
Rustling wind. Kanjira. 
Monkeys. Thavil.
Fear. Anxiety.  
From the distance,  From the distance,
I see her. I see her.
Like a siren, Like a siren, 
The deer calls me with its stare The lady calls me with her stare
With her strong, graceful stance With her strong, graceful stance
I move without thinking I walk without thinking
I move towards her, mesmerized I walk towards her, mesmerized
Ready to pounce upon her Ready to talk to her
To satisfy my hunger. To satisfy my desire. 

                                   As I approach her, her stare changes.
                                   Her stance, timid.
                                   I am caught.
                                   Trapped in the spotlight
                                   Of  her fear,
                                   Of  her anxiety.
                                   Or is it my fear?
                                   My anxiety? 
                                   She takes flight.
                                   She looks back for a moment,
                                   She smiles
                                   And poof,
                                   She is gone.  
 
I continue prowling.                                      I continue walking. 
 
                                 Satisfaction, reserved
                                 For another day. 

Satisfaction

Tales of 
Song and 
Rhythm
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Shh. Just Listen.
 
Welcome, reader. 
Or should I say, welcome, listener?
You will find out, sooner or later,
That you are just not listening,
That we will engage in a little chat.
So, welcome, chatter.
Please have a seat.
It is nice to meet you,
But let us leave our introductions for 
later.
The music is about to begin,
But wait, what's that?
"Shh."
She tenderly whispers.
"Stop.
Stop writing with your pen.
Just listen.
Listen with your soul."
 
The santoor surfed
Along the waves of  sound
Holding hands with an elated tabla
As I listened with my ears.
"Shh."
I looked towards her.
It wasn't her.
"Shh, it's me,

Your soul."
What language was this I did not 
know.
But my soul began to speak to me.
To listen with my soul,
I ended listening to my soul.
"Stop .
Stop listening with your ears.
Just _____,
_____ with your soul."
What's ______?
"Stop. 
Stop listening. 
Stop watching. 
Stop smellng.
Stop touching.
Stop tasting. 
Suspend your senses.
Just _____ with your soul." 
 
I tried ______. 
I tried closing my eyes. 
Ignoring the smells. 
Ignoring the touches. 
Ignoring the taste. 
Ignoring my ears. 
But I couldn't seem to _______.
"Shh, 
Stop. 

Stop thinking with your mind. 
Stop seeing within your mind.
Stop hearing your mind 
talking.
Stop smelling, touching and 
tasting within your mind. 
Suspend the senses within 
your mind. Just ______ with 
your soul."
 
And _______ I did.
________________
________________
________________
Santoor and tabla let their 
pandits take a rest.
The music stopped.
 
Wow.
Did you ______ that?
Did you not ______ with 
your soul?
Aah, mere words cannot 
capture the language of  the 
soul. 
The limits of  my poetry as I 
felt ________.
 
By the way,
Weren't we going to 
introduce ourselves?
 
But wait, shh.
You can hear it, can't you?
Shh, just listen.
Can't your hear it?
Yup, that's your soul.
And yup, that's my soul as 
well,
Both chatting away.
 
Our souls have already made 
their introductions,
Let's just stop.
Let's stop chatting
Just  _______
As our souls chat away
As we remain mere 
onlookers within the silence. 
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The world today is constantly updating, innovating and researching ways of  making our lives 
easier, and anything which saves time or increases utility is always appreciated. Some 
technological inventions of  the 21st century such as the Internet and smartphones have 
unique places in people’s lives because they serve a wide variety of  purposes, including both 
saving time and maximizing utility. However, while not all inventions reach the valuable or 
noteworthy status, often there are some which can turn to be quite bizarre or idiosyncratic 
even though they might happen to serve their purpose quite well. So without further ado, let’s 
take a peek at some of  the wackiest inventions of  the past year.

Wackiest Wonders

Even though it has been received 
well by the public and people are 
extremely enthusiastic about it, the 
selfie stick is without a doubt a 
genuinely weird contraption. How 
it works is fairly simple: you attach 
your smartphone on the end of  
what looks like an umbrella 
handle, and it extends out enabling 
you take a picture of  yourself  

from a distance which is far 
beyond an average arm span. 
Even though people are no longer 
limited by the close-quarter frame 
of  a picture which is only good 
for about 2-3 people, the selfie 
stick does make a person with the 
extended arm look a tad bit 
peculiar while also maximizing the 
population within a picture.

Selfie Stick 

Full-body Umbrella 
Quite popular in 

Japan, this ridiculous 
apparatus looks more 

like a planetarium 
than an umbrella but 
it also happens to be 
exceedingly effective. 
Possibly the modern 

equivalent of  a 
raincoat, the full-body 

umbrella keeps you 
completely dry in 

almost all kinds of  

rain, but probably 
with the exception of  
hailstorms. Although 
it’s very practical for 
situations where you 

need to be completely 
dry during a torrential 

downpour, it will 
make you look like 

Jake Gylenhaal in 
Bubble Boy, which is 

definitely a fashion 
faux pas.

Some technological inventions of the 21st century such as the Internet and 
smartphones have unique places in people’s lives because they serve a wide 
variety of purposes, including both saving time and maximizing utility. 

Wasef Mustafa informs on the strangest technological 
innovations of the year past
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Power napping or sleeping 
on the go will never be the 
same thanks to the 
revolutionary Ostrich 
Pillow. It’s a round, bulging 
headgear similar in shape 
to an astronaut’s helmet, 
and gets its name from the 
fact that ostriches sleep 
with their head buried in 
the sand. According to its 
makers, it’s neither a pillow, 
nor a cushion, nor a bed, 
nor a garment, but a bit of  
each at the same time, 
which makes it an 
extraordinary innovation 
on the basic necessity of  

sleeping. It can be easily 
carried around, allowing 
the owner to catch a few 
winks of  sleep wherever 
they may be, and is best 
suited for travelers on the 
road or people who need 
to sleep during 
unconventional hours at 
odd places. The only 
downsides to the Ostrich 
Pillow is that it might 
attract onlookers as it 
makes the wearer look like 
an extra-terrestrial being 
and also might feel 
congested or induce 
claustrophobia.

Ostrich Pillow 

Football Chair 

LED Slippers 

I am not sure whether 
this is absolutely genius 

or completely ridiculous 
or both, but it certainly 

looks unique and 
entertaining! The wild 

and wacky Football 
Chair is an ordinary chair 

with extended spaces 
between the front legs 

and a goalpost beneath, 
which means people can 

sit and talk while 
simultaneously have a 

football match going on 

during their 
conversation. This is a 
very ingenious way to 

combine a comfortable 
utility with an athletic 

amenity, and would ‘sit’ 
very well with people of  
all ages. Personally, I am 

quite taken with this 
concept and would love 

to own a couple Football 
Chairs myself, and why 
not? From the looks of  
it, it doesn’t really seem 

like a bad idea!   

Remember those light-up 
shoes from way back when 
we were too young to pick 
out our own shoes? The 
LED Slippers took that 
concept to a whole other 
level and replaced the cheap 
strobe lights with LED 
lights. No longer will you 
have to suffer in darkness 
during those nightly trips to 
the bathroom or refrigerator, 
but rather to enjoy making 
other people in the 
household freak out with 

your approaching glowing 
feet! The LED Slippers 
combine ordinary slippers 
with LED lights on the front 
which are quite useful in 
lighting up the path or 
seeing where you’re walking 
as to avoid unnecessary 
bumps or accidents. It’s an 
intriguing spin on a rather 
old concept, and I wonder 
how it would look with the 
lights on other sides and on 
the feet of  a ballerina or 
Michael Jackson.   
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Six Seasons Hotel, 
Dhaka has launched an 
exciting promotion called 
“Flash Your Age”
Age should no longer be a 
secret at Six Seasons Hotel. 
Guests may enjoy unbelievable 
discounts based on their actual 
age for their birthday 
celebration. If  the celebrant is 
fifty years old, he/she will 
enjoy a 50 %  discount on all 
F&B outlets (Vinno Shaad, 
Bunka & 6 on 96 Café) and on 
Saran Rom Thai Spa. The 
birthday celebrant is also able 
to invite three other guests and 
everyone enjoys the same 
discount on all F&B outlets 
only.
“At Six Seasons Hotel, Dhaka, 
We are committed to being the 
market leader for life style 
concept and innovations. 
Following the success of  recent 
promotions, our food and 
beverage team is introducing 
this ground-breaking campaign 
targeted at the very special 
family moments and 
gatherings,” said Ryszard 
Majewski, General Manager of  
the hotel.

Dhaka Regency unveiled Royal 
Membership Program
Dhaka Regency Premier Club unveiled a new 
membership program, Royal Membership on 
December 11 at Dhaka Regency Hotel & Resort. Royal 
Membership is a priority Privilege Card with enhanced 
privileges exclusively designed for the layer of  
preferred guests to a range of  premium services. This 
event was principally designed to entertain all the 
valued members of  Dhaka Regency Premier Club in 
its fabulous venue, magnetic atmosphere, incredible 
entertainment, musical performances with the 
prominent singer Kumar Bishwajit, and of  course, 
scrumptious food. Also Premier Club members will be 
enjoying a bag full of  stirring privileges at all the 
Dhaka Regency outlets from December 15, 2014 – 
January 15, 2015. 
The program started at 7:30 pm in the Celebration 
Hall on the 14th floor of  the hotel with the presence 
of  the distinguished members’ ranging from corporate 
figures, social and business entrepreneurs, officials 

from the sector of  Airlines, Hotels, Clubs and Financial 
Institutions, etc. Shahid Hamid FIH, Executive Director 
of  the Dhaka Regency inaugurated the grand night with 
his opening speech and expressed his gratitude on behalf  
of  the owners and management to the prestigious Premier 
Club Members. 
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Berger Young Painters' Art Competition Award Giving Ceremony 
The 19th Berger Young Painters' Art Competition award giving ceremony and 
exhibition inauguration were held on December 13, 2014 at Gallery Chitrak, 
Dhanmondi. At the beginning of  the ceremony, a minute of  silence was observed 
to pay respect to the departed soul of  renowned artist Qayyum Chowdhury. Out 
of  the four hundred and eighteen competing paintings, the winners stand as thus: 
1st winner - Farhana Yesmin, 2nd winner - Palash Baran Biswas, 3rd winner - 
Rumana Rahman, 4th winner - Moazzem Hossain, 5th winner Iskander Mirza and 
6th winner Bitap Shavan Bachhar.

Quantum 
consumer 
solutions limited 
celebrates their 
10th Anniversa-
ry
Quantum 
Consumer 
Solutions celebrated 
their 10th 
Anniversary at 
Grand Ball Room 
of  The Westin 
Dhaka Hotel on 20 
November. 
Quantum, a leading 
qualitative research 
agency in the Asia 
Pacific Region, set 
up office in Dhaka 
in a joint venture 
with the Apex 
group in 2004. 
The Chairperson of  
Quantum Group, 
Dr. Meena Kaushik 

Rupali Chowdhury, Managing 
Director of  Berger Paints 
Bangladesh Limited graced the 
event and presented crests to 
the winners. Certificates and 
prize money was handed over 
by prominent artist, Syed 
Jahangir. 
The most esteemed award – 
Berger Life Time Achievement 
Award was also rewarded at the 
same event to eminent artist 
Hashem Khan. The lifetime 
achievement crest and cheque 
was given to him by Rupali 
Chowdhury and Syed Jahangir 
respectively. After the award 
giving ceremony, the five day 
long exhibition was inaugurated 
by Rupali Chowdhury. Top 
paintings of  BYPAC including 
the winning paintings of  2013 
and 2014 are being displayed at 
the exhibition. The exhibition 
will be open for all from 
December 14th to 18th at 
gallery Chitrak from 10am to 
8pm.

was present as the chief  guest and delivered a welcome speech. Managing Director of  Apex 
footwear, Syed Nasim Manzur spoke about the decade-long association with Quantum. 
Tirthankar Dash, COO and Ruhina Halim, VP of  Quantum made presentations on Aspirants 
and Ramadan Consumerism respectively. To conclude the event, a vote of  thanks was 
presented by Rinita Singh, Group Managing Director. 
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SSG launches Pro Lighting
Super Star Pro Lighting of  SSG 
(Super Star Group) starts its journey 
with 360 degree lighting solution, 
services and maintenance recently. 
Mohammed Ibrahim, Managing 
Director and CEO, Aftab Mahmud 
Khurshid, Group CMO, Md. Saimur 
Rahman, Head of  Professional 
Lighting and Kazi Mohiuddin Jilany, 
Manager - Lightings Marketing & 
Business Development were present.

Christmas at Amari
Amari Dhaka is celebrating 
Christmas on the Eve of  Christmas 
at our Cascade Lounge for Special 
Christmas Buffet. Treat yourself  to 
a holiday escape with you and your 
loved ones. The Bangkok based 
ONYX Hospitality group recently 
launched Hotel Amari in Dhaka. 
Amari is ONYX’s oldest and most 
established chain of  hotels. Proud 
of  our Asian roots, Amari brings to 
life the colours and rhythms of  
Asia. With a network of  properties 
spanning Thailand, Amari 
embodies a vision of  
contemporary Asia. Amari Hotels 
and Resorts is a Thai-based hotel 
and resort chain operating a 
network of  mid to upscale 
properties throughout Asia and the 

Middle East. Amari’s Dhaka hotel 
is in Gulshan, the ideal choice 
whether on business or travelling 
for leisure. Stylish and spacious yet 
incredibly cozy, our one hundred 
and thirty four guest rooms and 
suites feature stunning lake views. 
Whatever the mood, we have a 
fabulous Christmas celebration for 
you in the hotel. Whether it’s a 
Special Christmas Buffet dinner or 
a company event our Christmas 
decorations will surely make you 
happy. We have the best option to 
suit your specific needs this 
Christmas. Try something different 
and join us at Cascade Lounge for 
an alternative option to lunch or 
dinner this Christmas with tasty 
food prepared and cooked by our 
head chef  and his team. 

PRAN foods arranges dealers’ conference
PRAN Foods Ltd. a sister concern of  PRAN arranges day-long Dealers’ 
Conference-2014 in the capital recently. Dealers from Jhalmuri and Potato Cracker 
group participated at the conference. 

Eleas Mridha, Director of  
PRAN, Kamruzzaman 
Kamal, Marketing Director 
of  PRAN-RFL Group, Saiful 
Islam Sikdar, Chief  
Operating Officer of  PRAN 
Foods Limited and other 
officials of  Sales & 
Marketing department 
attended the conference. 
Eleas Mridha congratulates 
all the dealers for their great 
performance. He urges all to 
take care of  the customers 
and provides better services 
in upcoming days. Best 
performing dealers have been 
awarded for their 
performance of  the past year. 
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KFC launches Burger Fest
KFC, a globally renowned chain of  restaurant from the house of  Transcom Foods Ltd., in their 
continuous effort to bring the best food to their consumers, launched Burger Fest, where three 
new burgers, Grill’d Burger for BDT 290, Veggie Burger for BDT 250 and Fusion Burger BDT 
280 were introduced.
On December 1, 2014, Burger Fest was launched and on December 2, the opening ceremony was 
celebrated at KFC, Gulshan and was attended by Akku Chowdhury, Managing Director and CEO 
of  Transcom Foods Ltd. and renowned celebrities Sharmin Lucky, Topu, Bonna Mirza, Munmun 
and Pooja Sengupta.

City Bank Participates in Research with World Bank  
City Bank and Innovations for Poverty Actions (IPA) in partnership with the 
Development Economics research group of  the World Bank has recently 
launched the research project “The Real Effect of  Electronic Wage Payments: 
A Field Experiment with Salaried Factory Workers in Bangladesh”. The 

inaugural program was held at The 
Westin on December 14, 2014. 
This research project is focusing on 
the behavioral change that access 
to financial institutions and systems 
like banks, ATM services will bring 
on the ready-made garments 
industry workers. 
Sohail R.K. Hussain, MD & CEO, 
City Bank formally inaugurated the 
program. He explained why City 
Bank felt it is important to partner 
with World Bank in this research 
around alternate payment methods 
for garment factory workers. 
As part of  this project, City Bank 
has opened up accounts for RMG 
workers in cooperation with 
garment factory management and 
installed ATMs at the factory site 
with no charges to any of  the 
services provided to the workers. 
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